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HOME BUILDERS OPPOSE CODE THAT WOULD HAMPER HOME AFFORDABILITY

WASHINGTON, Oct. 11 — After participating in amulti-year effort to produce asingle
set of national model building codes that will ensure public health and safety while preserving
housing affordability, the National Association of Home Buildersis urging regulators not to
impose new costs on home buyers by adopting a competing code recently released by the
National Fire Protection Association (NFPA). NAHB recommended that its members and
affiliated home builder associations oppose adoption of NFPA 5000 in their state and local
jurisdictions through a resolution adopted during its recent Board of Directors meeting in
Anchorage.

“NFPA’s code will adversely impact housing affordability without any sort of
demonstrated need or benefit to home buyers,” said Gary Garczynski, president of NAHB and a
home builder/devel oper from Woodbridge, Va. “For example, NFPA 5000 mandates stair
tread/riser requirements for all residential stairways that have been traditionally limited to
commercia buildings. If adopted, these requirements will adversely impact our ability to
construct affordable townhouses, the entry level housing in many areas.”

NFPA developed NFPA 5000, Building Construction and Safety Code, to compete
directly with the International Codes developed and maintained by the International Codes
Council (ICC). 1CC was established in 1994 by three regional model code organizations to
create a single coordinated set of national model building codes. NAHB endorsed the concept of
asingle set of national codes and participated fully in their development.

The existence of two competing sets of national model building codes will result in
substantial additional costs to builders, design professionals and ultimately home buyers. For
builders and designers who work in multiple jurisdictions, it will add the expense of learning two
sets of code requirements and the potential for costly construction errors due to confusion over
the applicable set of code requirements. Therefore, NAHB is also urging NFPA to abandon code
development and adoption efforts related to NFPA 5000 and instead to work with ICC to
integrate the other NFPA codes and standards into the existing |CC family of codes, which have
already been adopted by many state and local jurisdictions throughout the United States.



ABOUT NAHB: The National Association of Home Builders is a Washington-based trade
association representing more than 205,000 members involved in home building, remodeling,
multifamily construction, property management, subcontracting, design, housing finance,
building product manufacturing and other aspects of residential and light commercial
construction. Known as “ the voice of the housing industry,” NAHB is affiliated with more than
800 state and local home builders associations around the country. NAHB's builder members
will construct about 80 percent of the almost 1.6 million new housing units projected for 2002,
making housing one of the largest and most powerful engines of economic growth in the country.
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EDITOR’SNOTE: Housing isvital to local and state economies, creating jobs and generating
taxes and wages that positively influence the quality of life. Find out more about this crucial
component of the economy at _http://www.nahb.org/generic.aspx?genericContentl D=2413. Also,
NAHB' s publication, Housing: The Key to Economic Recovery, explains just how housing has
led the economy to recovery. This publication is available free of charge on NAHB’ s website, at
http://www.nahb.org/publication_details.aspx?publicationl D=46& sectionl D=154.




