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SEVENTH PRINTING (Updated August 12, 2014) 

 
CHAPTER 9 

FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEMS 
 
[F]TABLE 903.2.11.6 
ADDITIONAL REQUIRED SUPPRESSION SYSTEMS 
SECTION SUBJECT 
402.10 402.5 Covered and open mall buildings 
(Portions of table not show remain unchanged) 
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FIFTH PRINTING (Updated March 28, 2014) 

 
CHAPTER 9 

FIRE AND SMOKE PROTECTION FEATURES 
 
[F] 903.2.10 Group S-2 enclosed parking garages. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout 
buildings classified as enclosed parking garages in accordance with Section 406.4 406.6 as follows: 
1. Where the fire area of the enclosed parking garage exceeds 12,000 square feet (1115 m2); or  
2. Where the enclosed parking garage is located beneath other groups. 

Exception: Enclosed parking garages located beneath Group R-3 occupancies. 
 
 
 
[F] 907.5.2.1 Audible alarms. Audible alarm notification appliances shall be provided and emit a distinctive sound that is 
not to be used for any purpose other than that of a fire alarm. 

Exceptions: 
1.  Visible alarm notification appliances shall be allowed in lieu of audible alarm notification appliances in critical care 

areas of Group I-2 occupancies. 
2.  Where provided, audible notification appliances located in each occupant evacuation elevator lobby in 

accordance with Section 3008.5.1 3008.10.1 shall be connected to a separate notification zone for manual paging 
only. 
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THIRD PRINTING (Updated April 1, 2013) 

 
CHAPTER 9 

FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEMS 
 

[F] TABLE 906.1 
ADDITIONAL REQUIRED PORTABLE FIRE EXTINGUISHERERS IN THE INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE 

IFC SECTION SUBJECT 
2804.3 2804.2 Lumberyards/wood working facilities 
 
Portions of table not shown remain unchanged. 
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SECOND PRINTING (Updated September 24, 2012) 

 
CHAPTER 9 

FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEMS 
 
[F] 907.2.1 Group A. A manual fire alarm system that activates the occupant notification system in accordance 
with Section 907.5 shall be installed in Group A occupancies where the occupant load due to the assembly 
occupancy is 300 or more. Group A occupancies not separated from one another in accordance with Section 
707.3.9 707.3.10 shall be considered as a single occupancy for the purposes of applying this section. Portions 
of Group E occupancies occupied for assembly purposes shall be provided with a fire alarm system as 
required for the Group E occupancy. 

Exception: Manual fire alarm boxes are not required where the building is equipped throughout with an 
automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1 and the occupant notification 
appliances will activate throughout the notification zones upon sprinkler waterflow. 
 

[F] 907.2.6.2 Group I-2. An automatic smoke detection system shall be installed in corridors in nursing homes, 
long term care facilities, detoxification facilities and spaces permitted to be open to the corridors by Section 
407.2. The system shall be activated in accordance with Section 907.5 907.4. Hospitals shall be equipped with 
smoke detection as required in Section 407. 
 

Exceptions: 
 
1. Corridor smoke detection is not required in smoke compartments that contain sleeping units where 

such units are provided with smoke detectors that comply with UL 268. Such detectors shall provide a 
visual display on the corridor side of each sleeping unit and shall provide an audible and visual alarm at 
the care provider’s station attending each unit. 

 
2. Corridor smoke detection is not required in smoke compartments that contain sleeping units where 

sleeping unit doors are equipped with automatic door-closing devices with integral smoke detectors on 
the unit sides installed in accordance with their listing, provided that the integral detectors perform the 
required alerting function. 

 
[F] 907.5.2.2.4 Emergency voice/alarm communication captions. Where stadiums, arenas and 
grandstands are required to caption audible public announcements in accordance with Section 1108.2.7.2 
1108.2.7.3, the emergency/voice alarm communication system shall also be captioned. Prerecorded or live 
emergency captions shall be from an approved location constantly attended by personnel trained to respond to 
an emergency. 
 
[F] 909.5 Smoke barrier construction. Smoke barriers shall comply with Section 710 709, and shall be 
constructed and sealed to limit leakage areas exclusive of protected openings. The maximum allowable 
leakage area shall be the aggregate area calculated using the following leakage area ratios: 

1.  Walls A/Aw = 0.00100 
2.  Interior exit stairways and ramps and exit passageways: A/Aw = 0.00035 
3.  Enclosed exit access stairways and ramps and all other shafts: A/Aw = 0.00150 
4.  Floors and roofs: A/AF = 0.00050 where: 

A = Total leakage area, square feet (m2). 
AF = Unit floor or roof area of barrier, square feet (m2). 
Aw = Unit wall area of barrier, square feet (m2). 

The leakage area ratios shown do not include openings due to doors, operable windows or similar gaps. These 
shall be included in calculating the total leakage area. 
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909.20.3.2 Vestibule doors. Where access to the stairway is by way of a vestibule, the door assembly into the 
vestibule shall be a fire door assembly complying with Section 715.4 716.5. The door assembly from the 
vestibule to the stairway shall have not less than a 20-minute fire protection rating complying with Section 
716.5. 


