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THIRD PRINTING (Posted September 7, 2010)
 

CHAPTER 10 
MEANS OF EGRESS 
 
1004.1.1 Areas without fixed seating. The number of occupants shall be 
computed at the rate of one occupant per unit of area as prescribed in Table 
1004.1.1. For areas without fixed seating, the occupant load shall not be less 
than that number determined by dividing the floor area under consideration by 
the occupant per unit of area factor assigned to the occupancy as set forth in 
Table 1004.1.1. Where an intended use is not listed in Table 1004.1.1, the 
building official shall establish a use based on a listed use that most nearly 
resembles the intended use. 
  
 Exception: Where approved by the fire code building official , the actual 
 number of occupants for whom each occupied space, floor or building is 
 designed, although less than those determined by calculation, shall be 
 permitted to be used in the determination of the design occupant load . 
 
1004.2 Increased occupant load. The occupant load permitted in any building, or 
portion thereof, is permitted to be increased from that number established for the 
occupancies in Table 1004.1.1, provided that all other requirements of the code are also 
met based on such modified number and the occupant load does not exceed one 
occupant per 7 square feet (0.65 m2) of occupiable floor space. Where required by the 
fire code building official , an approved aisle , seating or fixed equipment diagram 
substantiating any increase in occupant load shall be submitted. Where required by the 
fire code building official , such diagram shall be posted. 
 
1004.8 Outdoor areas. Yards, patios, courts and similar outdoor areas 
accessible to and usable by the building occupants shall be provided with means 
of egress as required by this chapter. The occupant load of such outdoor areas 
shall be assigned by the fire code building official in accordance with the 
anticipated use. Where outdoor areas are to be used by persons in addition to 
the occupants of the building, and the path of egress travel from the outdoor 
areas passes through the building, means of egress requirements for the building 
shall be based on the sum of the occupant loads of the building plus the outdoor 
areas. 
  
 Exceptions: 
  
  1. Outdoor areas used exclusively for service of the building need  
  only have one means of egress . 
  
  2. Both outdoor areas associated with Group R-3 and individual  
  dwelling units of Group R-2. 



1008.1.9.3 Locks and latches. Locks and latches shall be permitted to prevent 
operation of doors where any of the following exists: 
  
 1. Places of detention or restraint. 
  
 2. In buildings in occupancy Group A having an occupant load of 300 
 or less, Groups B, F, M and S, and in places of religious worship , the 
 main exterior door or doors are permitted to be equipped with key-
 operated locking devices from the egress side provided: 
  
  2.1. The locking device is readily distinguishable as locked; 
  
  2.2. A readily visible durable sign is posted on the egress side on or 
  adjacent to the door stating: THIS DOOR TO REMAIN UNLOCKED 
  WHEN BUILDING IS OCCUPIED. The sign shall be in letters 1 inch 
  (25 mm) high on a contrasting background; and 
  
  2.3. The use of the key-operated locking device is revokable by the  
  fire code building official for due cause. 
  
 3. through 5.  (No change) 
 
1009.12 Handrails. Stairways shall have handrails on each side and shall 
comply with Section 1012. Where glass is used to provide the handrail , the 
handrail shall also comply with Section 2407 of the International Building Code. 
  
 Exceptions: 
  
  1. through 5. (No Change) 
 
1011.1 Where required.  Exits and exit access doors shall be marked by an 
approved exit sign readily visible from any direction of egress travel. The path of 
egress travel to exits and within exits shall be marked by readily visible exit signs 
to clearly indicate the direction of egress travel in cases where the exit or the 
path of egress travel is not immediately visible to the occupants. Intervening 
means of egress doors within exits shall be marked by exit signs. Exit sign 
placement shall be such that no point in an exit access corridor or exit 
passageway is more than 100 feet (30 480 mm) or the listed viewing distance for 
the sign, whichever is less, from the nearest visible exit sign. 
  
 Exceptions: 
  
  1. Exit signs are not required in rooms or areas that require only  
  one exit or exit access . 
  



  2. Main exterior exit doors or gates that are obviously and clearly  
  identifiable as exits need not have exit signs where approved by the 
  fire code building official . 
  
  3. through 5. (No change) 
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SECOND PRINTING (Posted April 6, 2010)
 

CHAPTER 10 
MEANS OF EGRESS 
 
1008.1.1 Size of doors. The minimum width of each door opening shall be sufficient for the 
occupant load thereof and shall provide a clear width of 32 inches (813 mm). Clear openings of 
doorways with swinging doors shall be measured between the face of the door and the stop, with 
the door open 90 degrees (1.57 rad). Where this section requires a minimum clear width of 32 
inches (813 mm) and a door opening includes two door leaves without a mullion, one leaf shall 
provide a clear opening width of 32 inches (813 mm). The maximum width of a swinging door leaf 
shall be 48 inches (1219 mm) nominal. Means of egress doors in a Group I-2 occupancy used for 
the movement of beds shall provide a clear width not less than 411/2 inches (1054 mm). The 
height of door openings shall not be less than 80 inches (2032 mm). 
 
 Exceptions: 
 
  1. through 7. (No change) 
  8. Door openings required to be accessible within Type B units shall have a  
  minimum clear width of 31.75 inches (806 mm). 
 
1008.1.4.3 Horizontal sliding doors. In other than Group H occupancies, horizontal sliding 
doors permitted to be a component of a means of egress in accordance with Exception 6 to 
Section 1008.1.2 shall comply with all of the following criteria: 
 
 1. through 4. (No change) 
 
 5. The door assembly shall comply with the applicable fire protection rating and, where 
 rated, shall be self-closing or automatic closing by smoke detection in accordance with 
 Section 715.4.8.3 of the International Building Code, shall be installed in accordance with 
 NFPA 80 and shall comply with Section 715 of the International Building Code. 
 
 6. through 8. (No change) 
 
1027.3 Exit discharge location. Exterior balconies, stairways and ramps shall be located at 
least 10 feet (3048 mm) from adjacent lot lines and from other buildings on the same lot unless 
the adjacent building exterior walls and openings are protected in accordance with Section 704 
705 based on fire separation distance. 


