
SECTION 1503
WEATHER PROTECTION

1503.1 General. Roof decks shall be covered with approved
roof coverings secured to the building or structure in accor-
dance with the provisions of this chapter. Roof coverings shall
be designed and installed in accordance with this code and the
approved manufacturer’s instructions such that the roof cover-
ing shall serve to protect the building or structure.

1503.2 Flashing. Flashing shall be installed in such a manner
so as to prevent moisture entering the wall and roof through
joints in copings, through moisture-permeable materials and at
intersections with parapet walls and other penetrations through
the roof plane.

TABLE 1503.2
METAL FLASHING MATERIAL

MATERIAL

MINIMUM
THICKNESS

(INCHES) GAGE
WEIGHT (LBS
PER SQ FT)

Copper 1 (16 oz)

Aluminum 0.024

Stainless Steel 28

Galvanized Steel 0.0179 26 (zinc
coated G90)

Aluminum Zinc
Coated Steel 0.0179 26 (AZ50

Alum Zinc)

Zinc Alloy 0.027

Lead 2.5 (40 oz)

Painted Terne — 1.25 (20 oz)

1503.2.1 Locations. Flashing shall be installed at wall and
roof intersections, at gutters, wherever there is a change in
roof slope or direction and around roof openings. Where
flashing is of metal, the metal shall be corrosion resistant
with a thickness not less than provided in Table 1503.2.

Exception: This requirement does not apply to hip and
ridge junctions.

1503.3 Coping. Parapet walls shall be properly coped with
noncombustible, weatherproof materials of a width no less
than the thickness of the parapet wall. Metal coping shall com-
ply with ANSI/SPRI ES-1 or RAS 111.

[P] 1503.4 Roof drainage. Unless roofs are sloped to drain
over roof edges, design and installation of roof drainage sys-
tems shall comply with Section 1503 and the Florida Building
Code, Plumbing, Chapter 11.

1503.4.1 Secondary drainage required. Secondary (emer-
gency) roof drains or scuppers shall be provided where the
roof perimeter construction extends above the roof in such a
manner that water will be entrapped if the primary drains
allow buildup for any reason.

1503.4.2 Scuppers. Where required for roof drainage, a
scupper shall be placed level with the roof surface in a wall
or parapet. The scupper shall be located as determined by
the slope and the contributing area of the roof. The exterior
facing or lining of a scupper, if metal, shall be the same as
flashing material required by Sections 1503 through 1510

for the particular type of covering specified for the building.
For other type materials, follow manufacturer’s specifica-
tions.

1503.4.2.1 Overflow scuppers. When other means of
drainage of overflow water is not provided, overflow
scuppers shall be placed in walls or parapets not less than
2 inches (51 mm) nor more than 4 inches (102 mm)
above the finished roof covering and shall be located as
close as practical to required vertical leaders or
downspouts or wall and parapet scuppers. An overflow
scupper shall be sized in accordance with the Florida
Building Code, Plumbing.

1503.4.3 Gutters. Gutters and leaders placed on the outside
of buildings, other than Group R-3, private garages and
buildings of Type V construction, shall be of
noncombustible material or a minimum of Schedule 40
plastic pipe.

1503.5 Roof ventilation. Attic ventilation shall be provided in
accordance with Section 1203.2 and the manufacturer’s instal-
lation instructions.

1503.6 Crickets and saddles. A cricket or saddle shall be
installed on the ridge side of any chimney or penetration
greater than 30 inches (762 mm) wide as measured perpendicu-
lar to the slope. Cricket or saddle coverings shall be sheet metal
or of the same material as the roof covering.

1503.7 Protection against decay and termites. Condensate
lines and roof downspouts shall discharge at least 1 foot (305
mm) away from the structure sidewall, whether by under-
ground piping, tail extensions, or splash blocks. Gutters with
downspouts are required on all buildings with eaves of less than
6 inches (152 mm) horizontal projection except for gable end
rakes or on a roof above another roof.

SECTION 1504
PERFORMANCE REQUIREMENTS

1504.1 Wind resistance of roofs. Roof decks and roof cover-
ings shall be designed for wind loads in accordance with Chap-
ter 16 and Sections 1504.2, 1504.3 and 1504.4.

1504.1.1 Wind resistance of asphalt shingles. Asphalt
shingles shall be designed for wind speeds in accordance
with Section 1507.2.7.

1504.2 Wind resistance of clay and concrete tile. Wind loads
on clay and concrete tile roof coverings shall be in accordance
with Section 1609.5.

1504.3 Wind resistance of nonballasted roofs. Roof cover-
ings installed on roofs in accordance with Section 1507 that are
mechanically attached or adhered to the roof deck shall be
designed to resist the design wind load pressures for
components and cladding in accordance with Section 1609.

1504.3.1 Other roof systems. Roof systems with built-up,
modified bitumen, fully adhered or mechanically attached
single-ply through fastened metal panel roof systems, and
other types of membrane roof coverings shall also be tested
in accordance with FM 4474, UL 580 or UL 1897.
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