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R324.6.2.2
Solar Panels near 
emergency escape 
and Rescue 
openings

ChanGe TyPe: Addition

ChanGe SummaRy: Rooftop-mounted photovoltaic solar energy 
panels and modules are not permitted to be installed directly below emer-
gency escape and rescue openings.

2018 CoDe: R324.6.2.2 emergency escape and rescue opening.  
Panels and modules installed on dwellings shall not be placed on the por-
tion of a roof that is below an emergency escape and rescue opening. A 
pathway not less than 36-inches (914 mm) wide shall be provided to the 
emergency escape and rescue opening.

ChanGe SiGnifiCanCe: As covered in Section R310, an emergency 
escape and rescue opening is required in every bedroom, basement and 
habitable attic to provide occupants a way out of the dwelling in case 
fire, smoke or other emergency blocks the means of egress path. The code 
also provides minimum net dimensions for the escape opening as well 
as operational criteria for windows and coverings. To ensure a path from 
the escape opening to a public way or yard that opens to a public way, 
the IRC spells out window well and area well requirements and requires 
a path not less than 36 inches high when the opening is under a deck or 
porch. Similarly, new language in the photovoltaic (PV) solar energy pro-
visions is concerned with providing a safe path for the occupant climbing 

PV solar panels

Emergency escape
and rescue window
above lower roof
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Escape and
rescue paths

A 36-inch-wide pathway is required for emergency escape and rescue 
openings above roof-mounted PV solar panels.

©
 In

te
rn

at
io

na
l C

od
e 

C
ou

nc
il

71332_part02_ptg01.indd   88 10/3/17   7:02 PM



Significant Changes to the IRC 2018 Edition R324.6.2.2 ■ Solar Panels near Emergency Escape 89

# 153376 Cust: Cengage Au: _______ Pg. No. 89 
Title: International Building Code 2018 Edition

C/M/Y/K
Short / Normal

DESIGN SERVICES OF

S4-CARLISLE
Publishing Services

out of an emergency escape and rescue opening that is above a roof. In-
stalling a PV solar panel below the escape opening would cause an unsafe 
condition in an emergency situation. The required clear path must be at 
least 36 inches wide to provide emergency escape from the roof as well as 
emergency access to the roof as stated in Section R324.6.
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This excerpt is taken from Significant Changes to the International Residential Code®, 
2018 Edition.
Significant Changes publications take you directly to the most important changes that 
impact projects. Key changes are identified then followed by in-depth discussion of how the 
change affects real-world application. Photos, tables and illustrations are included to further 
clarify application. Available for the IBC, IRC, IFC and IPC/IMC/IFGC, the Significant Changes 
publications are very useful training and review tools for transitioning to a new code edition.

http://go.iccsafe.org/l/25182/2017-11-20/ck7h3d

