132

You Should
Know

The Performance
Compliance Method can-
not be used for buildings
containing hazardous facili-
ties (Group H), assisted
living facilities (Group

[-1), detention facili-

ties (Group [-3) and day
care facilities (Group [-4).
[Ref. 1301.2] For exist-
ing buildings containing
these occupancy types, the
Prescriptive Compliance
Method or the Work Area
Compliance Method must
be followed.®

Chapter 14 Performance Compliance Method

APPLICABILITY

The Performance Compliance Method can be used for Alterations,
Additions and Change of Occupancy of existing buildings and struc-
tures of most occupancy types without requiring full compliance with
either the IBC for new construction or the Work Area Compliance
Method.

Where a partial Change in Occupancy classification occurs in an
existing building and it is separated from the remainder of the build-
ing by fire barriers and/or horizontal assemblies having a fire-resis-
tance rating as required by IBC Table 508.4 (Required Separation of
Occupancies), only the changed portion of the building must comply
with the Performance Compliance Method.

Where a partial Change in Occupancy classification occurs in an
existing building and it is not separated from the remainder of the
building by fire barriers and/or horizontal assemblies having a fire-
resistance rating as required by IBC Table 508.4 (Required Separation
of Occupancies), then the entire building must comply with the
Performance Compliance Method using the most stringent require-
ments of the occupancies involved. [Ref. 1301.2.2]

If new Additions are part of the project, they must be constructed
per the IBC for new construction under the Performance Compliance
Method. Where a fire wall in accordance with IBC Section 706 (Fire
Walls) is provided between an Addition and the existing building,
the Addition may be considered a separate building. If a fire wall
is not provided between an Addition and the existing building, the
combined height and area of the existing building and the Addition
cannot exceed the height and area limitations of IBC Sections 504
(Building Height and Number of Stories) and 506 (Building Area).
[Ref. 1301.2.3]

If Alterations are part of the project, they cannot reduce the cur-
rent levels of safety and sanitation in the existing building. However,
if the current level of safety and sanitation in the existing building
exceeds the requirements of the IBC for new construction, the por-
tion that is altered need only meet the requirements of the IBC. [Ref.
1301.2.4]
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