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Lauren Stienstra, Program Director | NGA Solutions: Homeland Security and Public Safety, 
National Governors Association 

Lauren Stienstra serves as a program director for the NGA Center for Best Practices Homeland 
Security and Public Safety Division, where she manages a portfolio of projects centered on 
national security, violence prevention, energy assurance, public health preparedness, 
emergency response and disaster resilience. The Homeland Security, Emergency Management 
& Resilience Program supports governors and their staff in developing data-driven, evidence-
based solutions to their states’ crisis challenges. Stienstra manages the Governors Homeland 
Security Advisors Council (GHSAC), an association of governors’ homeland security advisors 
(HSA) from every state, territory and the District of Columbia.  

Prior to joining NGA, Stienstra worked as a local emergency manager for Arlington, VA, where 
she acquired frontline experiences managing severe weather incidents, hazardous materials 
spills, infectious disease outbreaks, and large special events, including presidential 
inaugurations. During this time, she also served as a visiting scholar at Virginia Tech, where she 
directed research and published on the topics of mass notification and public warning. Stienstra 
holds a master’s degree in systems engineering from George Washington University and has 
attended executive development programs at Harvard University. She holds the Certified 
Emergency Manager designation from the International Association of Emergency Managers. 

Henry (Hank) Hodde, M.S., CFM, Sustainability and Resilience Coordinator, Pinellas County, FL 

Hank Hodde serves as the Sustainability and Resiliency Coordinator for Pinellas County, FL, 

where he leads a new planning and program initiative aimed at reducing negative impacts to 

local communities and the environment, adapt to a changing climate, and promoting long-term 

sustainability and resiliency of County resources and residents. Prior to his current role, Hank 

held positions as the Planning and Policy Manager for Smart Home America, Resilience 

Outreach Specialist for Mississippi-Alabama Sea Grant Consortium, and two roles with National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, first as a Sea Grant Knauss Marine Policy Fellow for 

the National Sea Grant Office and then as a Coastal Management Specialist for the Office for 

Coastal Management. He is a Certified Floodplain Manager and Licensed Insurance Adjuster, 

with over 10 years of experience in coastal and natural hazards management, disaster 

preparedness and recovery, environmental stewardship, and community resilience on the 

federal, state, and local levels. Hank holds a Master of Science in Environmental Management 

from the University of Houston-Clear Lake and a Bachelor of Science in Residential Sciences 

from Florida State University. 


