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1002.4.1.5
Fixture Drains 
Serving as a Trap 
Priming Method

CHANGE TYPE: Addition

CHANGE SUMMARY: Waste from lavatories and hand sinks can be 
directed to floor drains, trench drains or floor sinks where such floor fix-
tures require a trap primer.

2021 CODE: 1002.4.1.5 Fixture drain connection for trap prim-
ing. A fixture drain from a lavatory or hand sink shall serve as a method 
of providing trap seal protection for an emergency floor drain, a trench 
drain, or a floor sink where such fixtures are located in the same room. A 
fixture drain from a drinking fountain shall serve as a method of provid-
ing trap seal protection for an emergency floor drain, a trench drain, or a 
floor sink where such fixtures are in the same room or in a room adjacent 
to the room having the drinking fountain. The fixture drain shall not be 
routed on or above the surface of the floor and shall connect to the floor 
drain, trench drain, or floor sink at a point that is below the flood level 
rim and above the inlet to the trap of the receiving fixture.

CHANGE SIGNIFICANCE: This method is an extension of the concept 
in Section 1002.4.1.3 where a portion of the waste flow from a lavatory 
is directed to another fixture requiring its trap seal to be protected from 
evaporation. This method allows the entire flow to be directed to such 
traps.

Fixture drain permitted to serve as trap priming method
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This excerpt 
is taken from 
Significant 
Changes to the 
International 
Plumbing/
Mechanical/
Fuel Gas Codes, 
2021 Edition.
The Significant Changes series takes 
you directly to the most important 
changes that impact projects. 

Key changes are identified then 
followed by in-depth discussion of 
how the change affects real-world 
application. Photos, tables and 
illustrations are included to further 
clarify application. 

Available for the IBC, IRC, IFC, IECC 
and IPC/IMC/IFGC, the Significant 
Changes publications are very 
useful training and review tools for 
transitioning to a new code edition.

https://shop.iccsafe.org/significant-changes-to-the-ipcr-imcr-and-ifgcr-2021-edition.html

