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Nashville, TN 

 

        

Comments requested by February 20: SBA issues guidance 
on federal pre-emption of building permits 
To accelerate post-disaster rebuilding, the Trump Administration has taken limited steps to 
preempt state and local building permitting requirements. On Hanuary 27, the President  
signed an Executive Order (EO) titled “Addressing State and Local Failures to Rebuild Los 
Angeles After Wildfire Disasters.” The EO directs the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) and the Small Business Administration (SBA) to consider revising regulations 
to preempt or replace state and local permitting requirements when those processes are found 
to have unduly delayed the use of federal disaster-relief funds for rebuilding homes, 
businesses, or houses of worship.  
  
In response, on January 28, the SBA issued an interim final rule authorizing federal 
preemption of state and local permitting requirements for projects approved on or after 
January 1, 2025, that are funded through its Disaster Loan Program (DLP).  
  
Under the rule, builders and contractors may self-certify that repairs or reconstruction comply 
with applicable building codes, safety requirements, and other substantive standards, while 
continuing to comply with all state and local requirements, except for permitting or approval 
processes the rule permits them to bypass. The SBA has published additional guidance, 
including self-certification forms, on its website for DLP recipients and participating builders.  
  
It is important to note that this action applies only to SBA’s Disaster Loan Program. 
The interim final rule does not establish nationwide federal preemption of state or local 
permitting requirements.  
  
ICC’s Government Relations team is coordinating with our fellow Standard Development 
Organizations to respond to the interim final rule and to educate key decision-makers in the 
Administration and Congress on the risks to federal preemption of local building 
departments. We are also in close contact with FEMA officials and will update ICC’s 
membership should the Agency issue similar guidance for programs under its jurisdiction.  
  
Please feel free to contact ICC’s Deputy Senior Vice President for Federal Relations 
Aaron Levy (alevy@iccsafe.org), with a cc to Lisa Berger (lberger@iccsafe.org) if you have 
any questions. In addition, we would welcome any substantive comments from ICC’s 
membership to include in our formal response to the SBA interim final rule. If you wish 
to submit comments for consideration, please send them to Aaron and Lisa by Friday, 
February 20.  

 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2026/01/addressing-state-and-local-failures-to-rebuild-los-angeles-after-wildfire-disasters/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2026/01/addressing-state-and-local-failures-to-rebuild-los-angeles-after-wildfire-disasters/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2026-01797.pdf?utm_campaign=pi+subscription+mailing+list&utm_medium=email&utm_source=federalregister.gov
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/disaster-assistance/options-bypass-permitting-delays
mailto:alevy@iccsafe.org
mailto:lberger@iccsafe.org
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Experiences and advice sought to honor Women in Construction Week 
#WomeninConstructionWeek is an annual event that takes place from March 1-7 and is dedicated to spotlighting the 
contributions of women in the construction industry. For the 2026 event, the Code Council is gathering experiences 
and advice from industry professionals for a future Building Safety Journal article. Submissions will be accepted 
through Feb. 20. What are your experiences as a professional woman in the industry, and what advice would you 
share to prepare other women to become successful? Have you noticed any emerging trends for women in the 
construction industry? You can also submit photos on the submission portal. 

Submit your information here ➜ 

 

Nominations accepted until March 15 for the Code Council’s annual awards 
Each year the International Code Council (ICC) provides an opportunity for individuals to recognize their colleagues 

and peers for the important work they do by highlighting their achievements in leadership, innovation and community 

service. The 2026 ICC Awards Program, which includes honorary membership, is now open and accepting 

nominations through March 15. We encourage you to fill out a nomination form for one or more of the awards. Please 

note that Chapters that submit Part 2A of their Annual Report are eligible to be considered for Chapter of the Year 

and Chapter Merit awards. If you know someone whose hard work and dedication should be celebrated, visit our 

website, and nominate them for an ICC award today.   

Read more here ➜ 

 

CALL FOR COMMITTEES: Volunteers sought for three key committees 
Reminder, the application deadline is April 1 for the 2027-2029 Cycle Committees, including the Code 
Development Committees (CDCs), Code Interpretation Committees (CICs) and Code Correlation Committee (CCC). 
The International Code Council (ICC) invites dedicated volunteers to apply for committee positions in the 2027–2029 
Code Development Cycle.  By serving on these committees, you will help shape the 2030 International Codes (I-
Codes), advancing building safety through model codes used by your communities and others globally.  Your 
involvement directly influences the safety and well-being of approximately 2 billion people worldwide, ensuring that 
our communities benefit from up-to-date, effective building codes. 

Read more here ➜ 

 

Public comments sought on 2030 International Energy Conservation Code 
The International Code Council Board of Directors has established a new framework for developing the 2030 
International Energy Conservation Code® (IECC®) that moves its content into two documents, the IECC and IECC 
Expanded. This split ensures that ICC continues to develop energy codes that meet the varied needs of jurisdictions 
in the U.S. and around the globe. The intent of the IECC is to establish minimum requirements for the energy-efficient 
design and construction of buildings, focused on initial construction costs and the operational energy performance of 
the building. The intent of the IECC Expanded (IECCX) is to provide additive requirements that provide market-
driven, enforceable requirements that achieve a reasonable level of energy efficiency that is safe, technologically 
feasible, and life cycle cost effective, considering economic feasibility, including potential costs and savings for 
consumers and building owners, and return on investment.   

Read more here ➜ 

 

Information available for 
Public Comment Hearing 
in Hartford, Connecticut 
The International 

Code Council has released the schedule 

for the 2026 Public Comment Hearing 

Schedule (PCH), which includes both 

Group A and Group B of 

the International Codes® (I-

Codes®). The PCH will begin on April 19 at 1 p.m. Eastern and will be held exclusively in–person, with a view-only 

online stream available for remote observers. Here are highlights of the schedule: 

• Committee Schedules: Subject to progress and may be adjusted as required  

• Registration: Complete via ICC Leadership Week + Hearings web page   
The official hearing agenda will be published by March 4, and will be accessible from the Code Development 

Committee page. All interested parties are encouraged to consult the full schedule and agenda as posted by ICC for 

https://forms.monday.com/forms/6ca61a3be97cd4e3472115865c66847b?r=use1&fbclid=IwY2xjawPu-dFleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETF5SjZ5RzVVdXBwWlVvRWpzc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHt5mBI2BSO2s0EjljLi284OZP-ILPlNBk-NvSoAbDDnIlMhdR2VCNGqGgJ57_aem_Y0LyGT3ztdQn4_ELY6LAqw
https://iccsafe.jotform.com/253493977568984
https://www.iccsafe.org/about/news-and-events/code-council-awards/
https://www.iccsafe.org/about/news-and-events/code-council-awards/
https://www.iccsafe.org/building-safety-journal/bsj-news/nominations-are-now-open-for-the-2026-international-code-council-awards-honorary-membership/?utm_campaign=BSJ%20Weekly&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--SoigVXea-a1JyHmcftsIsJu2iEHmkFg_gK7g-wteMujFo16o69nmuDpJBc8-hDjma3xT67vLaWONfq3XjpxlMsFmGDg&_hsmi=399973285&utm_content=399973285&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.iccsafe.org/building-safety-journal/bsj-technical/call-for-committee-2027-2029-cycle-committees/?utm_campaign=BSJ%20Weekly&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9aqMW55UCGbGdrUdmHXN0hm6yP51VUaS-QAZQVd5WmGEo-rUrs6lStNiKV6eE3bvjdWsadthPsEhffRsvzmDtKaOdFFw&_hsmi=401182272&utm_content=401182272&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.iccsafe.org/building-safety-journal/bsj-hits/public-comments-requested-on-the-2030-international-energy-conservation-code/
https://www.iccsafe.org/about/news-and-events/spring-hearings/#schedule
https://www.iccsafe.org/about/news-and-events/spring-hearings/
https://www.iccsafe.org/committees/cdc/
https://www.iccsafe.org/committees/cdc/
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the most accurate and current information. The PCH will proceed with the next scheduled set of code changes upon 

completion of the preceding set. For details and updates, see the ICC’s official Committee Action Hearing resources.  

Read more here ➜ 

 

2024 IECC and IEBC adoptions to modernize NYC’s regulatory framework  
New York City has adopted the 2025 NYC Energy Conservation Code based on the 2024 International Energy 
Conservation Code® (IECC®) and the NYC Existing Building Code based on the International Existing Building 
Code® (IEBC®). These decisions are a testament to the City’s commitment to maintaining the highest standards in 
building safety and sustainability. “New York City is making history with the adoptions of the 2025 NYC Energy 
Conservation Code and the NYC Existing Building Code,” said Dottie Mazzarella, Vice President, ICC Government 
Relations. “These adoptions will modernize the City’s building regulatory framework and strengthen protection for its 
residents. It has been an honor to contribute to advancing public safety for the people of this great City.” The main 
objective of the NYC Existing Building Code is to preserve and reuse existing buildings by offering flexible compliance 
options. This approach will ultimately result in safer buildings.  

Read more here ➜ 

 

Code Council CEO John Belcik shares vision for ICC and the path ahead 
January marked John Belcik’s first year as CEO of the International Code Council (ICC). After a productive year 
working alongside ICC members, partners, the Board of Directors and staff, the Building Safety Journal spoke with 
Belcik about what’s next.  
QUESTION: How do you see ICC’s role in the building safety industry evolving over the next few years? 
BELCIK: ICC will continue to lead in building safety, and that core mission won’t change. Driving our mission in 2026 
and beyond will be a focus on resiliency, affordability and of course, safety. Building codes and solutions need to 
bolster all three. 

Read more here ➜ 

 

Members approve amendments to ICC Bylaws, Certificate of Incorporation 
The International Code Council (ICC) is pleased to announce that Amendment 2025-1 to the ICC Bylaws and 
Certificate of Incorporation passed with overwhelming support. This Amendment, which can be accessed by 
clicking here, grants the ICC Board of Directors the ability to remove a director “for cause” in extreme and rare 
situations. Amendment 2025-1 is the result of a year’s worth of hard work by the Bylaws Committee and Board of 
Directors, which unanimously recommended approval. At the 2025 Annual Business Meeting, it was approved by ICC 
members present and voting. It was then circulated via electronic ballot to all voting members for ratification and 
obtained 97% voter approval. President Mike Boso certified these ratification ballot results on January 12, and the 
updated Bylaws, accessible here, became effective on January 22, 2026. 

Read more here ➜ 

 

The power of mentor/mentee relationships offer rewarding experiences 
When Marty Mosely, Director of Code Enforcement for the Town of Ithaca, NY and Brent Cross, Village Engineer for 
the Village of Cayuga Heights, NY first began working together, neither was quite sure what a mentorship would look 
like. Over time, however, the pair grew into a model example of a truly successful mentor–mentee partnership. Cross 
learned that being an “expert” isn’t required to be a great mentor, and sharing his experience and knowledge with a 
young professional like Mosely to help him succeed and advance in his career has been a rewarding experience. As 
a mentee, Mosely considers himself lucky to be able to rely on someone like Cross with greater experience in the 
field when needed. 

Read more here ➜ 

 

After the Strike: Code-based inspections outlined for residential safety 
Let’s set the stage: A summer thunderstorm rolls through, and lightning strikes a residence, arcing through framing, 
grounding to metal systems and possibly traveling along gas piping and bonded equipment. The occupants are safe, 
but the property isn’t – electrical equipment trips, a faint odor of gas lingers in the basement, the pool pump won’t 
start and the irrigation and water reuse piping shows signs of scorching. While structural and electrical inspections 
often take center stage, the plumbing, mechanical, fuel gas, swimming pools and spas, private sewage disposal and 
water reuse systems are equally critical and frequently underassessed. These systems can sustain hidden damage 
that poses serious safety and health risks if not properly inspected, tested and documented. This article focuses on 
those components, using the International Residential Code® (IRC®), International Swimming Pool and Spa Code® 
(ISPSC®) and International Private Sewage Disposal Code® (IPSDC®) as a roadmap for what to check, how to test 
and how to document the work. 

Read more here ➜ 

 

https://www.iccsafe.org/committees/cdc/
https://www.iccsafe.org/building-safety-journal/bsj-hits/notice-of-2026-public-comment-hearing-schedule/?utm_campaign=BSJ%20Weekly&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9NYnKhiEQdpO08JG47fDXodz_jq-ZYoNyCj3B1zjqGhbmD4NDhKpj9GTQd44KT4msmGSh7j9hlaXxI0rt5r5KDEmzvkA&_hsmi=399973285&utm_content=399973285&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.iccsafe.org/about/periodicals-and-newsroom/new-york-city-adopts-existing-building-code-and-international-energy-conservation-code/
https://www.iccsafe.org/building-safety-journal/bsj-perspectives/john-belcik-ceo-international-code-council-shares-his-vision-for-icc-and-the-path-ahead/
https://www.iccsafe.org/wp-content/uploads/ICC_Ballot_Proposed_Admend_2025-1_FLR.pdf?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_cN8asdIDHeXDyukScYIUE-07RquP4oSkFoyM3--zrA6JCUkV4DxJiBrP6p-YM1qWlfKi58Yx8C2RVyHScSKlzPI4qLA&_hsmi=390001796&utm_content=390001796&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.iccsafe.org/icc-bylaws-and-council-policies/
https://www.iccsafe.org/building-safety-journal/bsj-news/proposed-amendments-to-icc-bylaws-and-certificate-of-incorporation-approved-by-voting-members/
https://www.iccsafe.org/building-safety-journal/bsj-perspectives/the-power-of-mentorship-in-supporting-building-safety-careers/
https://www.iccsafe.org/building-safety-journal/bsj-technical/after-the-strike-code-based-inspections-for-residential-safety/
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Webinar highlights 2025 housing supply progress and 2026 opportunities 
HousingTech and the Housing Innovation Alliance recently hosted a national public webinar examining progress 

made in expanding U.S. housing supply in 2025 and researching opportunities for 2026. The recorded webinar is 

available here. A summary report from the webinar is available here. Ryan Colker, International Code Council 

Executive Director of Energy, Resilience & Innovation, joined other national housing leaders as a presenter. The 

discussion covered a broad range of policy solutions at the federal, state and local levels, including zoning reform, 

permitting modernization and the growing role of off-site construction. Congress is advancing bipartisan housing 

legislation aimed at increasing supply, and state legislatures have significantly accelerated action, tripling the number 

of housing-related bills passed since 2023. Speakers emphasized the need for well‑informed policy development 

grounded in engagement with diverse stakeholders to streamline processes effectively. 

Read more here ➜ 

 
 

ICC Plumbing, Mechanical, and Fuel Gas Updates  

The Plumbing Prescription: Proper flow leads to better water quality 
A groundbreaking study conducted by researchers at Drexel University offers crucial insights into a surprising yet vital 
factor for building safety: the power of flow velocity in plumbing. The study, Impact of Premise Plumbing Design, 
Velocity, and Operational Factors on Microbial Activity During Stagnation in Pipes suggests that higher flow rates and 
smaller-diameter pipes are key to maintaining water quality and reducing the presence of harmful pathogens reaching 
the user. The research clearly shows that rightsizing and prioritizing higher flow velocities are vital for maintaining 
water quality. This research study serves as a critical first step toward developing evidence-based guidelines for 
plumbing system design, providing a clear call to action for the industry to ensure safer, cleaner water for all. 

Read more here ➜ 

 

Water Heater Sizing and Location: Code requirements vs. practical realities 
Water heaters are indispensable to any building plumbing system, yet their sizing and placement are often 

misunderstood or undervalued. While the International Plumbing Code® (IPC) offers clear guidance on installation 

and performance expectations, real-world conditions frequently challenge strict compliance. Let’s explores the 

intersection of code requirements and practical realities, offering insights for inspectors, installers and designers alike. 

The IPC does not mandate a specific method for sizing water heaters. Instead, it places the responsibility on the  

system designer to select equipment that meets the building’s operational demands. For storage‑type water heaters, 

performance during peak demand is defined by two interrelated characteristics: draw capacity and recovery rate. 

Read more here ➜ 

 
 

ICC Family of Solutions Updates  
ICC-ES Acceptance Criteria process for new, innovative products explained 
ICC-ES Acceptance Criteria (AC) are developed by ICC-ES technical staff in consultation with report applicants and 
with input from interested parties. New criteria and revisions to criteria are approved through one of two formal 
processes: ICC-ES Evaluation Committee Hearing Process or the ICC-ES Alternative Criteria Process. Acceptance 
Criteria are developed for new and innovative products, primarily for products that are alternative to those directly 
recognized by the International Building Code and International Residential Code or Canada's National Model 
Construction Codes. The ICC-ES U.S. Evaluation Committee and Canadian Evaluation Committee each meet three 
times per year to consider new acceptance criteria and revisions to existing criteria. All hearings are open to the 
public, and attendees may speak on acceptance criteria and provide information to committee members. Here is 
how it works: 

1. ICC-ES technical staff develops acceptance criteria in consultation with the report applicant and interested 
parties. 

2. Firm deadlines apply for materials to be considered by the Evaluation Committee. 
3. New acceptance criteria and revisions to criteria are approved by the Evaluation Committee during open 

public hearings. 
The Alternative Criteria Process (i.e. alternative to the ICC-ES Hearing Process) is an option for criteria needing 
formal Committee action but are intended for quick approval, typically for revised criteria. This process: 

• Uses public comment and Committee ballot on the ICC-ES website instead of a full Committee hearing. 

• There is an option for public comment only, which can be used for preliminary criteria drafts to gather early 
public feedback prior to official approval. 

Read here for monthly postings ➜ 

https://youtu.be/N0azW8HG9j0
https://airtable.com/appCMn2WzVHXEme2d/pag9YBtG9YaXBtdXf/form
https://www.iccsafe.org/building-safety-journal/bsj-hits/national-webinar-highlights-2025-housing-supply-progress-and-2026-opportunities/
https://awwa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/aws2.70031?domain=p2p_domain&token=XRTYJNRJRVFXIIQKEFRV
https://awwa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/aws2.70031?domain=p2p_domain&token=XRTYJNRJRVFXIIQKEFRV
https://www.iccsafe.org/building-safety-journal/bsj-technical/the-plumbing-prescription-proper-flow-better-water
https://www.iccsafe.org/building-safety-journal/bsj-technical/water-heater-sizing-and-location-code-vs-practicality
https://mailing.iccsafe.org/e3t/Ctc/2L+113/cPmD304/VVmGxc6j5Rh_N1z4qm7xdcTXVGwS3m5JVK2MN8hWs5C3qgz0W95jsWP6lZ3npVv_FMX82NmlXW45Sc4M40qLXQW8YjM9g53bM4tW62vffB8TCcXTW4BcJzX2nvhZ9W3QJZfr29vMTxMGjTFrbtJmJW1Szcnj36cD1MVNF4405J6qfnW6bVG9x5qSXTsW3NF2Lj1wzjHMW4swkJr1m1DQ2W8pDpGG3zY9zVW1W53h32n_km5W5nJ-6X97lX_DW5TWxPq8LjFsQW7R17tT4Z0tMFW3dZv615QHK8cW6t5D0K1c_2r3W7MnGSK7WMbl6W8TDGqB190-KYVhPdZJ8rptkJW4b_dCH8P-pVZW2S8_MB7b3j1xW28lT9X3bcf0RW5rLpj81BQvqwW2ZxB7B4-HN1XW56k_Cn3QYB5nW53wpYd1X5KNFW3_1LWm4KM3rcf1GFtv004
https://mailing.iccsafe.org/e3t/Ctc/2L+113/cPmD304/VVmGxc6j5Rh_N1z4qm7xdcTXVGwS3m5JVK2MN8hWs465nR3bW69t95C6lZ3nWW1Mb-dt2rN6-NVDnQ0P98lWpKW3Wb7Qm81drLpW1t4LNM4pQYf3W8cSvHg7klVDrN2zLBCyDc45BW5yrhxs3CmkxjW4FN2xf7K9rV7W1KJqfN8wmXg5W2pWpyK6kyMrfW62vnjJ63XYxVW3qqG7L7qlvTkW6xVl8B4WMTW8N5k2ZzfDPRp7W2Pvynj2wPFVxW3dsZKG50Vs5qW8pNMqJ23w51SW7zJ7Nq35wTxLW25TKkB6tcb5NW5721Xn6H7njGW45nLj_9bFhZrW16cWyl2dywqrW795HV46jl1gfW1djp4h5vh3vBW4gGrLW4Zvp8YW9hSPMt2fQr_3MnKrFGq_nSWN1sYQWY8C3LGW1xyDg77Cpj68W1nsdLz4JMcTXW1PhX075gldJtN6j47YMTXnj_W2_Fs383DgcKxN4sHvtDm_nrhW7bpzgy34cWQBVrMpcq2x27PRf3NBbjC04
https://mailing.iccsafe.org/e3t/Ctc/2L+113/cPmD304/VVmGxc6j5Rh_N1z4qm7xdcTXVGwS3m5JVK2MN8hWs503qgz0W7Y8-PT6lZ3kLW7w6NCR8zpjswW18HkS42xS5VQW6Z52Xv11N_C0N6pfyNcz6DSVW9gpKpc6vnrlCN1-k2qctk8W-W5mg7ZM8fqtx2N1mmXHhrt99PMLX3KShSTWbW2_q3dh6TcSghVptCSK1ZLp3MW35J3DG2VNnfGW8wHTG58Lt2bLW8qgrrm87hRh6W5S_d4f28rNM1W433DmM5BdDYfVSxv1c3XxPBWV_Pq712c2SQKW176hBV35Yg-3W7HXcmH3bdHyTVPBdhq5r_tSZW6W7wdp8C0Fv2VT5Jmt3QqqgKW3Pj_kv4BJRNZW6qzDsQ7R3GLwW9jbWKx6XwwrPf2-_YjC04
https://mailing.iccsafe.org/e3t/Ctc/2L+113/cPmD304/VVmGxc6j5Rh_N1z4qm7xdcTXVGwS3m5JVK2MN8hWs5j3qgz0W8wLKSR6lZ3p8W52nc-Q8m7MDZW3TZLgm8WDyJkW8G_06s2Vfwv3W55vBls4v3C7mV11tV18_mKLmW2-vKTW8l0cgdW15YCqr25SD8SW8lM7dH3cYp1JW2zYygg1YJMW1W7MgQxf8hlCf8W8vdn958Y5Z-pW8T17v-8qrLRwW3f91QD4FDdYDW8R_2MY4JVp-JW16gjHF6VP3vcW2Yy5-p36qzYdN5rWTQ1n_02kN6PmnKChMZj2W26K-6r2dd2BcW7tM1bx6HbR4DW3WTMGP1jJFjvW6PKmZ13GJw4FW11YYrw8dbyNsW3r2cy57sRGGKW929FG_3wzhmQW6x92348tqBmBW7kdmP_8qWqXxW2Mr14f82xbsBf8cJrZv04
https://icc-es.org/evaluation-report-program/acceptance-criteria/acceptance-criteria-development/alternate-criteria-process/?utm_campaign=ES%20Committee%20Hearings&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_piAgojtxO33ruJUWZyir-nyozsXKSmMJUrgyZ9h5_0ytEM02thH7CYembKxfeDbsHzKzUxFybTPIVdIbVoDhFq6GAeQ&_hsmi=401093555&utm_content=401093555&utm_source=hs_email
https://icc-es.org/evaluation-report-program/acceptance-criteria/acceptance-criteria-development/alternate-criteria-process/balloted/?utm_campaign=ES%20Committee%20Hearings&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_nBGRTJe-C7fRYZHXHqnrN7AC50AaTTR-8DdvR0O-2Vg-uUQ4kr8Dnx8KDe7ZSlYJUbPJSxZMxe4tZjGla3P43eOhkYQ&_hsmi=401093555&utm_content=401093555&utm_source=hs_email
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Special Native American design of 2024 IRC 
now available through ICC bookstore 
The special edition cover 2024 International Residential Code book is 
now available through the Code Council bookstore. It was unveiled in 
October by ICC Board Member Jack Applegate and CEO John Belcik at 
the Native American Code Officials (NACO) 2nd Annual Summit in 
Arizona. The two-day NACO Summit was attended by members from 
over 30 tribal nations along with many allies from the code industry. 
Copies of the special edition of the IRC were donated by the ICC and 
distributed by NACO to summit attendees.  
 
Numerous attendees presented the special edition IRC to their 
respective tribal elected leadership at subsequent tribal council meeting. 
The special edition IRC books are now being actively used by tribal 
building officials, tribal plan reviewers, and tribal inspectors. NACO 
Board Member Matthew Beaudet also formally presented a copy of the 
special edition IRC book to the National Congress of American Indians 
(NCAI) at the NCAI Annual Convention in Seattle in November. Word of 
the Native American-themed special edition IRC book has spread and 
has been well-received in Indian Country and in our code industry. This 

marks only the second time that the ICC has issued a special edition themed cover, the first being a special edition 
military camouflage cover to honor veterans in our code industry.  
 
As housing remains a vital need in tribal communities, the IRC was chosen as the appropriate code to showcase both 
the need for tribal housing and equally important to celebrate the successes by tribal nations in creating new 
residential construction across the country. The photos featured on the cover highlight the new construction of tribal 
single-family and multi-family housing built by the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi on their tribal lands in southern 
Michigan. The choice of cover photos also celebrates tribal sovereignty, as the Pokagon Band Building Code 
incorporates the 2021 IRC as opposed to the Michigan Building Code which was then based on the older 2015 IRC. 
We are grateful to the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Tribal Council Chair Matthew Wesaw, the Tribal Council, and the 
amazing Pokagon Band tribal staff for allowing the use of the wonderful photos. 
 
Also included on the cover is original artwork by NACO Board Member Matthew Beaudet, and enrolled member and 
Elder of the Montaukett Indian Nation and former City of Chicago Building Commissioner. The artwork celebrates the 
four directions, four elements, four life cycles, four seasons, four kingdoms, four medicines and other features sacred 
in Native American culture incorporated into a medicine wheel. The Native American-themed special edition IRC 
cover is another example of the ICC’s support for Native American Tribal Nations as well as a celebration of the many 
success stories occurring in Tribal Nations in new residential construction coast to coast.      
 

https://shop.iccsafe.org/2024-international-residential-coder-native-american-edition.html

