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Proponent:  Brenda Thompson, Chair, representing Sustainability, Energy, High Performance Code 
Action Committee (SEHPCAC@iccsafe.org) 
 
Delete without substitution: 
 
605.1.2.3 Air curtains.  Where a building entrance is required to be protected with a vestibule in 
accordance with the International Energy Conservation Code, an air curtain tested in accordance with 
ANSI/AMCA 220 is permitted to be used as an alternative to separate conditioned space from the 
exterior. 
 
Reason:  This proposal was submitted by the  ICC Sustainability Energy  and  High Performance Code Action Committee 
(SEHPCAC). The SEHPCAC was established by the  ICC Board of Directors to pursue opportunities to improve and  enhance 
International Codes  with regard to sustainability, energy and  high performance as it relates to the  built environment included, but 
not limited  to, how these criteria relate to the International Green  Construction Code (IgCC) and  the  International Energy  
Conservation Code (IECC). This includes both  the  technical aspects of the  codes as well as the  code  content in terms of scope 
and  application of referenced standards. In 2012  and  2013, the  SEHPCAC has  held six two-day open  meetings and  50 
workgroup calls, which included members of the  SEHPCAC as well as any interested parties, to discuss and  debate proposed 
changes and  public comments. Related documentation and  reports are  posted on the  SEHPCAC website at: 
http://www.iccsafe.org/cs/SEHPCAC/Pages/default.aspx. 
 CE192-13 was approved as modified by public comment in Atlantic City to add  air curtains as an option  for compliance in 
the  IECC vestibule requirements.   As a result, the additional option  is no longer needed in the IgCC.   The text of the  IECC 
vestibule section for 2015  will be as follows: 
  
C402.5.7 Vestibules. All building entrances shall be protected with an enclosed vestibule, with all doors opening into and out 
of the vestibule equipped with self-closing devices. Vestibules shall be designed so that in passing through the vestibule it is 
not necessary for the interior and exterior doors  to open  at the same time.  The installation of one or more  revolving doors  in 
the building  entrance shall not eliminate the requirement that a vestibule be provided on any doors  adjacent to revolving 
doors. 
 
Exceptions: Vestibules are  not required for the  following: 
 

1.  Buildings in climate zones 1 and  2. 
2.  Doors not intended to be used by the  public,  such  as doors  to mechanical or electrical equipment rooms, or 

intended solely for employee use. 
3.  Doors opening directly from a sleeping unit or dwelling  unit. 
4.  Doors that open  directly from a space less  than 3,000 square feet  (298  m2) in area. 
5.  Revolving  doors. 
6. Doors that have an air curtain with a minimum velocity  of 6.56  ft/s (2 m/s) at the  floor that have been tested in accordance 

with ANSI/AMCA 220,  and  installed in accordance with the  manufacturer’s instructions. Manual or automatic controls 
shall be provided that will operate the  air curtain with the  opening and  closing  of the  door.  Air curtains and  their 
controls shall comply  with Section C408.2.3. 

 
Cost Impact:  Will not increase the cost of construction.  Removes redundant provision. 
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