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Issue Brief
Green Building Provisions

Key Points:

 Rating systems ensure a

certain degree of energy

efficiency is met and promote

further conservation.

 Currently, over 5% of non-

residential building

construction is seeking

certification from green

rating systems.

 13 states have passed

legislation that uses or plan

to use green rating systems as

a means to evaluate green

buildings.

 At least 28 states have

pending legislation that uses

green rating systems to

evaluate green buildings.

 Green buildings can increase

office productivity by 2-16%.1

 By using green technologies,

the Federal government’s

building-related energy costs

have been reduced by 23%

per square foot in the past 22

years – which has saved

taxpayers $1.4 billion.1
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Trends and Prospects for High-Performance Green Buildings. Based on the April 2002 Green
d for the U.S. Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works. US. Green Building
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 innovative design
 the address of environmental impacts

(acid rain, water pollution, etc.)
 the address of national, regional and

bio-climatic differences
 the reduction and eventual elimination

of toxic elements
 the reduction of CO2
 the use of life cycle assessment data as

the basis for design and construction
decision making.
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