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Alliance for National & Community Resilience Awards First Resilience 
Designation to Martinsville, Virginia  

Under the Community Resilience Benchmarks, City achieved an Essential designation for buildings 
and an Enhanced designation for housing  

 
Washington, D.C. – The Alliance for National & Community Resilience (ANCR) issued its first community 
resilience designation to Martinsville, Virginia, at a meeting of the City Council held on July 27, 2021. 
Martinsville was selected as the initial pilot city for ANCR’s Community Resilience Benchmarks (CRB) for 
buildings and housing. The city was awarded an Essential designation for its building-related activities 
and an Enhanced designation for its housing-related initiatives. 

“We were particularly impressed with the involvement of city staff and their transparency and 
thoroughness as we worked through the benchmarking process. Their commitment to the process will 
be invaluable in supporting improvements in the CRB process and help enhance the resilience of other 
communities,” said Evan Reis, ANCR Board Chair and Executive Director of the U.S. Resiliency Council. 

The benchmarking process was led by Kris Bridges, Martinsville’s Building Official and Mark McCaskill, 
Martinsville’s Community Development Director. Jeremy Sigmon of Planet Sigmon served as the 
community’s ANCR Mentor, guiding them through the benchmarking process. 

“The Martinsville City Council commends the work of our Inspections and Community Development 
Departments for their work with ANCR in improving the city’s resiliency and setting the standard for 
other communities to follow,” said Kathy Lawson, Mayor, Martinsville, Virginia. “The City of Martinsville 
is committed to the development of benchmarks such as the CRB as having the proper protocols in place 
will not only give us the needed information to maintain critical facilities and infrastructure during 
disaster events, but also allow us to reap the financial benefits, improve resiliency across our community 
and show our commitment to our community and citizens.” 

Based on the feedback from Martinsville, ANCR will finalize its benchmarking process and begin work on 
developing additional benchmarks. The Buildings and Housing Benchmarks represent the first two 
benchmarks developed under the CRB. ANCR identified 19 community functions covering the social, 
organizational and infrastructural aspects of communities that influence their resilience and is 
developing benchmarks for each of them. The Water Benchmark was completed in 2020 and is currently 
being piloted along with the Buildings and Housing Benchmark in Oakland Park, Florida. 
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For more information on Martinsville’s achievement see www.resilientalliance.org/Martinsville. To learn 
more about the Community Resilience Benchmarks visit https://www.resilientalliance.org/the-
benchmarks/. 

### 
 
About the International Code Council 
The International Code Council is the leading global source of model codes and standards and building 
safety solutions. Code Council codes, standards and solutions are used to ensure safe, affordable and 
sustainable communities and buildings worldwide. 
 
About the Alliance for National & Community Resilience 
The Alliance for National & Community Resilience, a member of the Code Council Family of Solutions, is 
a coalition of public and private entities working to create the nation’s first whole-community resilience 
benchmark system. 
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