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Updated California Solar Permitting Guidebook now available
International Code Council partners with the State of California to help jurisdictions streamline
small-scale solar installation permitting
Washington, D.C. – The International Code Council is partnering with the state of California to make the
latest edition of the California Solar Permitting Guidebook (4th edition updated 2019) more widely
accessible to jurisdictions in the state by featuring the publication on its online resource section. The
new edition was developed in response to new legislative orders and updated codes and is intended to
assist local governments by providing guidance on how to improve their permitting of small solar energy
systems.
“The Code Council is excited to work with the State of California to promote awareness of the new
guidelines on small solar installations permitting,” said Code Council Executive Vice President Mark
Johnson. “We are committed to innovation, and we value working with like-minded partners to enhance
safety and efficiency for all communities.”
As one of the worldwide leaders in renewable energy, California has been committed to removing
barriers to small-scale renewable energy, such as the patchwork of permitting requirements for small
solar installations. First published in 2012, the guidebook is a collective effort to streamline the
permitting process, with collaboration from local government, the building industry, professional
associations, solar companies, utility providers and state regulatory agencies. It lists current codes and
regulations, outlines the project approval process, offers recommendations for expedited local solar
permitting, and provides resources and information.
The guidebook is produced by the California Governor’s Office of Planning and Research (OPR) alongside
other state agencies. This edition of the guidebook centers on the permit review and approval process
for installing a rooftop solar system. It was developed to help local governments improve permitting for
small Solar Photovoltaic (PV) systems and explains state requirements for Solar PV, outlines local
permitting steps, and recommends several ways the local agencies can improve permitting of the solar
PV systems.
The updated guidebook is available on the Code Council’s website via online access, PDF download or in
print. Learn more about the California Solar Permitting Guidebook through the OPR website.
###

About the International Code Council
The International Code Council is a nonprofit association that provides a wide range of building safety
solutions including product evaluation, accreditation, certification, codification and training. It develops
model codes and standards used worldwide to construct safe, sustainable, affordable and resilient
structures.
About the California Governor’s Office of Planning and Research:
The Office of Planning and Research (OPR) serves the Governor and the Cabinet as staff for long-range
planning and research, and constitutes the comprehensive state planning agency. In accordance with
the Government and Public Resources Codes, OPR provides budgetary oversight for California Strategic
Growth Council and California Volunteers, and collaborates closely with these entities to fulfill
coordination, management, operational, and oversight functions related to planning, grant-making,
capacity building, and technical assistance around land-use, and climate change mitigation, adaptation,
and resilience. www.opr.ca.gov

