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Who is the California Building 
Standards Commission?

• Administers the rulemaking process for the 
California Building Standards Codes (Title 
24, CCR)

• Authority to propose green building 
standards for nonresidential occupancies 
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Water Use in California

• Urban water use has been falling even as 
the population grows

• 1990 – 231 gallons per day per capita

• 2010 – 180 gallons per day per capita

• 2015 – 146 gallons per day per capita



Drought in California

• 2007-2009 Drought—1st State of 
Emergency proclamation

• 2011-2017—Two State of Emergency 
proclamations

• Governor’s Executive Orders 

• Legislation



California Policy

Droughts drive policy in California:
• Executive Orders (B-29-15, B-37-16)

– Urged water conservation (water districts, 
agriculture, etc.)

• Legislation (SB 407, SB 518, AB 2515, SB 7, 
AB 1668/SB 606)

• We’ll focus on Title 24



• Senate Bill 407 (2009)
– Required replacement of noncompliant 

plumbing fixtures in certain existing buildings 
• Built prior to 1994

• Undergoing additions/alterations

• Upon transfer or sale of building

California Legislation



• Senate Bill 518 (2010) 
– Required CBSC and HCD to develop 

graywater building standards for indoor and 
outdoor water use in California Plumbing 
Code and CALGreen

California Legislation



• Executive Order B-29-15 (2015)
– Directed California Energy Commission & 

Department of Water Resources (DWR) to 
adopt emergency regulations in Title 20
and Title 23

– CBSC developed corresponding building 
standards in Title 24

Governor Executive Orders



• Assembly Bill 2515 (2016)
– Directed DWR to update the Model Water 

Efficient Landscape Ordinance (MWELO) 
every 3 years

– DWR must also coordinate with CBSC for 
consistency with CALGreen

California Legislation



• Senate Bill 7 (2016)
– Directed the Department of Housing and 

Community to develop building standards for 
multifamily submeters

California Legislation



• Executive Order B-37-16 & Companion 
Legislation AB 1668/SB 606 (2018)
– Making Water Conservation a Way of Life

– Sets forth actions to use water more wisely, 
eliminate water waste, strengthen local 
drought resilience, and improve agricultural 
water use efficiency and drought planning

California Policy Going Forward



CALGreen Water Use Efficiency
• Indoor (fixture flow rates)

• Outdoor (reference to MWELO)

• Tiers 1 & 2 (voluntary reach standards)

• Performance-based 



CALGreen
Code
Mandatory
Regulations



CALGreen
Code
Voluntary
Regulations



CALGreen Code
Voluntary Regulations



Contact CBSC
• Website www.dgs.ca.gov/bsc
• Visit the Contact page to sign up for our email 

notifications

• Email cbsc@dgs.ca.gov

• Call us at  916.263.0916

Resources cited:
• https://water.ca.gov/LegacyFiles/wateruseefficiency

/conservation/docs/20170407_EO_B-37-
16_Final_Report.pdf

• https://www.ppic.org/publication/water-use-in-
california




