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Marginal Markings

Solid vertical lines in the margins within the body of the code indicate a technical change from the
requirements of the 2009 edition. Deletion indicators in the form of an arrow (™) are provided in the
margin where an entire section, paragraph, exception or table has been deleted or an item in a list of
items or a table has been deleted.

Symbols in the margin indicate the status of code changes as follows:
| | This s¥mbol indicates that a change has been made to a Califormia amendmeent,
> This svmbol indicates debetion of California amendment language.
This symibssl indkcates that a change has been made o International Code Council mdel language.
m  This symbol indicates deletion of International Code Counci] madel language.

A single asterisk [*] placed in the margin indicates that text or a table has been relocated within
the code. A double asterisk [**] placed in the margin indicates that the text or table immediately fol-
lowing it has been relocated there from elsewhere in the code. The following table indicates such
relocations in the 2012 edition of the International Building Code.

2012 LOCATION 2009 LOCATION
407.4 1014.2
410.6 1015.6
424 402.6.3
712.1 708.1
712.1.2 708.2, Exception 1
712.1.3 708.2, Exception 2
712.1.3.1 708.2, Exception 2.1
712.1.3.2 708.2, Exception 2.2
712.1.4 708.2, Exception 3
712.1.5 708.2, Exception 4
712.1.6 708.2, Exception 5
712.1.7 708.2, Exception 6
712.1.8 708.2, Exception 7
712.1.9 708.2, Exception 8
712.1.10 708.2, Exception 9
712.1.11 708.2, Exception 10
712.1.12 708.2, Exception 11
712.1.13 708.2, Exception 12
712.1.14 708.2, Exception 13
712.1.15 708.2, Exception 14
712.1.16 708.2, Exception 15
712.1.18 708.2, Exception 16
713.3 through 713.14.1.1 708.3 through 708.14.1.1
909.21 through 909.21.11 708.14.2 through 708.14.2.11
1004.1.1.2 1004.6
1008.1.9.8 1008.1.4.4
1013.8 1405.13.2
1028.10.1 1017.4
continued
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2012 LOCATION 2009 LOCATION
1028.10.1.1 1017.4.1
1028.10.1.1 1017.4.2
1028.10.1.2 1017.4.3

1210.3.1 2903.1
1210.3.2 2903.2
1406.2.1 1406.2.1.1
1406.2.2 1406.2.1
1607.6 1605.4
1704.3 1705.1
1704.4 1709.1
1704.5 1710.1
1705.1.1 1704.15
1705.4.2 1704.11
1705.10 1706.1
1705.11 1707.1
1705.12 1708.1
3313.1 33114

Code Development Committee Responsibilities
(Letter Designations in Front of Section Numbers)

In each code development cycle, proposed changes to the code are considered at the Code Devel-
opment Hearings by the applicable International Building Code Development Committee (IBC-Fire
Safety, General, Means of Egress or Structural). Proposed changes to a code section that has a num-
ber beginning with a letter in brackets are considered by a different code development committee.
For example, proposed changes to code sections that have [F] in front of them (e.g., [F] 903.1.1.1)
are considered by the International Fire Code Development Committee during the portion of the
code development hearings when the International Fire Code Development Committee meets.

The content of sections in this code that begin with a letter designation is maintained by another
code development committee in accordance with the following:

[A] = Administrative Code Development Committee;

(E]

International Energy Conservation Code Development Committee (Commercial Energy
Committee or Residential Energy Committee, as applicable);

[EB] = International Existing Building Code Development Committee;
[F] = International Fire Code Development Committee;
[FG] = International Fuel Gas Code Development Committee;
[M] = International Mechanical Code Development Committee; and
[P] = International Plumbing Code Development Committee.
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How to Distinguish Between Model Code Language
and
California Amendments

To distinguish between model code language and the incorporated California amendments, including exclusive California stan-
dards, California amendments will appear in italic font print.

[BSC] This is an example of a state agency acronym used to identify an adoption or amendment by the agency. The acronyms will
appear at California Amendments and in the Matrix Adoption Tables. Sections 1.2 through 1.14 in Chapter 1, Division 1 of this
code, explain the used acronyms, the application of state agency adoptions to building occupancies or building features, the
enforcement agency as designated by state law (may be the state adopting agency or local building or fire official), the authority in
state law for the state agency to make the adoption, and the specific state law being implemented by the agency’s adoption. The fol-
lowing acronyms are used in Title 24 to identify the state adopting agency making an adoption.

Legend of Acronyms of Adopting State Agencies

BSC California Building Standards Commission (see Section 1.2)

BSCC Board of State and Community Corrections (see Section 1.3)

SFM Office of the State Fire Marshal (see Section 1.11)

HCD 1 Department of Housing and Community Development (see Section 1.8.2.1.1)
HCD 2 Department of Housing and Community Development (see Section 1.8.2.1.3)

HCD I/AC  Department of Housing and Community Development (see Section 1.8.2.1.2)
DSA-AC Division of the State Architect-Access Compliance (see Section 1.9.1)
DSA-SS Division of the State Architect-Structural Safety (see Section 1.9.2)

DSA-SS/CC Division of the State Architect-Structural Safety/Community Colleges
(see Section 1.9.2.2)

OSHPD I  Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development (see Section 1.10.1)
OSHPD 2 Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development (see Section 1.10.2)
OSHPD 3 Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development (see Section 1.10.3)
OSHPD 4 Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development (see Section 1.10.4)

DPH Department of Public Health (see Section 1.7)
AGR Department of Food and Agriculture (see Section 1.6)
CEC California Energy Commission

(see Section 100 in Part 2, the California Energy Code)

CA Department of Consumer Affairs (see Section 1.6):
Board of Barbering and Cosmetology
Board of Examiners in Veterinary Medicine
Board of Pharmacy
Acupuncture Board
Bureau of Home Furnishings
Structural Pest Control Board

SL State Library (see Section 1.12)
SLC State Lands Commission (see Section 1.14)
DWR Department of Water Resources (see Section 1.12 of Chapter 1 of the California

Plumbing Code in Part 2 of Title 24)
The state agencies are available to answer questions about their adoptions. Contact information is provided on page iv of this code.

To learn more about the use of this code refer to pages xvii and xviii. Training materials on the application and use of this code are
available at the website of the California Building Standards Commission www.bsc.ca.gov.
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CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE — MATRIX ADOPTION TABLE

CHAPTER 1 — ADMINISTRATION

(Matrix Adoption Tables are non-regulatory, intended only as an aid to the user.

See Chapter 1 for state agency authority and building applications.)

Adopting agency

BSC

SFM

HCD

DSA

OSHPD

2 |1/AC| AC | SS |SS/CC| 1

2

3

BSCC

DPH

AGR

DWR

CEC

CA

SL

SLC

Adopt entire chapter

Adopt entire chapter as amended
(amended sections listed below)

Adopt only those sections that are
listed below

Chapter / Section

Division | — California
Administration

1.1

X

12

>

122

1.3

1.4

1.5 (Reserved)

1.6

1.7

1.8

1.9

XXX X | X | X X

1.9.1-1.9.1.8

1.9.2.1

1.9.2.1.1

1.9.2.1.2

1.9.2.1.3

x| x| x| X

1.9.22

1.9.2.2.1

1.9.222

1.9.2.2.3

1.9.224

1.9.3

XX Xx|Xx|Xx|X

1.10

.10.1

.10.2

.10.3

.11

.12

1
1
1
1.10.4
1
1
1

.13 (Reserved)

1.14

Division Il — Scope and
Administration

101.1-101.4.5

101.4.6, Exception

102.1

x

102.2 - 102.4

X X[ X[ X

X X[ X[ X

x

X| X[ X[ X

102.4.1

102.4.3

102.4.4

102.5

XX |[Xx|X|Xx|X
XX |[Xx|X|Xx|X

102.6 — 104.1

104.2 -104.4

104.5-104.8

XXX x| Xx|Xx
XXX X |[Xx]|Xx
XXX x| Xx|Xx
XXX x| Xx|X
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CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE — MATRIX ADOPTION TABLE
CHAPTER 1 - ADMINISTRATION—continued

BLUE

Adopting agency BSC | SFM HCD DSA OSHPD BSCC | DPH | AGR |[DWR|CEC| CA | SL |SLC
1|2 |1/AC|AC|SS |SS/ICC|1 |2 |3 |4

Adopt entire chapter

Adopt entire chapter as amended

(amended sections listed below)

ﬁ;ﬂtggtboer:gl v\}hose sections that are X x IxIx! x| x| x X xIx!Ixlx| x X X x| x| x| x
Chapter / Section

Division Il — Scope and

Administration-cont'd

104.9 X X X | X[X]|X[X
104.10 X X | X[X]|X[X
104.11 X | X X | XX X
104.11.1 - 104.11.2 X|X|X]|X
104.11.3-104.11.4 X X
105.1 X X|X|X]|X
105.1.1 -105.2 X|X|X]|X
105.2 Building: 1-13 X | X

105.2.1 -105.2.2 X X|X|X]|X
105.2.3 X|X|X]|X
105.3 - 105.3.1 X X|X|X]|X
105.3.2 X | X X
105.4 X X|X|X]|X
105.5 X|X|X]|X
105.6 — 105.7 X X|X|X]|X
106.1 X X X | X[X]|X[X
106.1.1 X X X | X X
106.1.2 X | X X
106.2-106.3 X X| X[ X]|X
107.1 X | X| X X|X|X]|X
107.2.1 X| X

107.2.4 X| X

107.2.5 X| X

107.2-107.3 X X|X|X]|X
107.3.4.2 X | X X
107.4 X X | X X
107.5 X X|X|X]|X
108.1 — 108.4 X X| X[ X]|X
109 X|X|X]|X
110.1-110.3 X X|X|X]|X
110.3.1-110.3.3 X | X X|X|X]|X
110.3.4-110.3.6 X | X|X X|X|X]|X
110.3.8-110.3.10 X | X|X X|X|X]|X
110.4-110.6 X X| X[ X]|X
111.1 X X|X|X]|X
111.2 X X X| X[ X]|X
111.3-1114 X X| X[ X]|X
112 X X| X[ X]|X
113 X | X[ X]|X
1141 -114.2 X X| X[ X]|X
1142 -114.3 X| X[ X]|X
115-116 X X| X[ X]|X
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SCOPE AND ADMINISTRATION DIVISION | CALIFORNIA ADMINISTRATION

Application—Any establishment or mobile unit
where barbering, cosmetology or electrolysis is
being performed.

Enforcing agency—State or local agency specified
by the applicable provisions of law.

Authority cited—Business and Professions Code
Section 7312.

Reference—Business and Professions Code Sec-
tions 7303, 7303.1, 7312 and 7313.

2. Acupuncture Board.
Application—Acupuncture offices.

Enforcing agency—State or local agency specified
by the applicable provisions of law.

Authority cited—Business and Professions Code
Section 4933.

Reference—Business and Professions Code Sec-
tions 4928, 4928.1 and 4933.

3. Board of Pharmacy.
Application—Pharmacies.

Enforcing agency—State or local agency specified
by the applicable provisions of law.

Authority cited—Business and Professions Code
Section 4005.

Reference—Business and Professions Code Sec-
tions 4005, 4127.7 and 4201.

4. Veterinary Medical Board.
Application—Veterinary facilities.

Enforcing agency—State or local agency specified
by the applicable provisions of law.

Authority cited—Business and Professions Code
Section 4808.

Reference—Business and Professions Code Sec-
tions 4800, 4800.1, 4808 and 4809.5.

5. Structural Pest Control Board.
Application—Structural pest control locations.
Enforcing agency—Structural Pest Control Board.

Authority cited—Business and Professions Code
Section 8525.

Reference—Business and Professions Code Sec-
tions 8520, 8520.1 and 8525.

1.4.2 Adopting agency identification. The provisions of this
code applicable to buildings identified in this section will be
identified in the Matrix Adoption Tables under the acronym
CA.

SECTION 1.5
Reserved

SECTION 1.6
DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

2013 CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE

1.6.1 Specific scope of application of the agency responsible
for enforcement, the enforcement agency and the specific
authority to adopt and enforce such provisions of this code,
unless otherwise stated.

Application—Dairies and places of meat and poultry
inspection.

Enforcing agency—Department of Food and Agriculture.

Authority cited—Food and Agricultural Code Sections
18735, 18960, 19384, 33481 and 33731.

Reference—Food and Agricultural Code Sections 18735,
18960, 19384, 33481 and 33731.

1.6.2 Adopting agency identification. The provisions of this
code applicable to buildings identified in this section will be
identified in the Matrix Adoption Tables under the acronym
AGR.

SECTION 1.7
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

1.7.1 Specific scope of application of the agency responsible
for enforcement, the enforcement agency and the specific
authority to adopt and enforce such provisions of this code,
unless otherwise stated.

California Department of Public Health

Application—Organized camps, laboratory animal
quarters, public swimming pools, radiation protection
and producing facilities, commissaries serving mobile
food preparation vehicles, wild animal quarantine
facilities, shellfish facilities and food establishments.

Enforcing agency—The California Department of
Public Health and the local health agencies.

Authority cited—Health and Safety Code Sections
1660, 18897.2, 110065, 112165, 113710, 114304,
115061, 116050, 121795 and 131200.

Reference—Health and Safety Code Sections 1650,
1660, 18897.2, 18897.4, 18897.7, 100150, 110065,
113705, 113710, 114825, 114965, 115061, 116050,
116503, 112165, 121795 and 131200.

1.7.2 Adopting agency identification. The provisions of this
code applicable to buildings identified in this section will be
identified in the Matrix Adoption Tables under the acronym
DPH.

SECTION 1.8
DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING
AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

1.8.1 Purpose. The purpose of this code is to establish the
minimum requirements necessary to protect the health, safety
and general welfare of the occupants and the public by gov-
erning accessibility, erection, construction, reconstruction,
enlargement, conversion, alteration, repair, moving,
removal, demolition, occupancy, use, height, court, area,
sanitation, ventilation, maintenance and safety to life and
property from fire and other hazards attributed to the built
environment.

JULY 1, 2015 SUPPLEMENT 7
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SCOPE AND ADMINISTRATION DIVISION | CALIFORNIA ADMINISTRATION

SECTION 1.8.2
AUTHORITY AND ABBREVIATIONS

1.8.2.1 General. The Department of Housing and Commu-
nity Development is authorized by law to promulgate and
adopt building standards and regulations for several types
of building applications. The applications under the author-
ity of the Department of Housing and Community Develop-
ment are listed in Sections 1.8.2.1.1 through 1.8.2.1.3.

Note: See the California Residential Code for detached
one- and two-family dwellings and townhouses.

1.8.2.1.1 Housing construction.

Application—Hotels, motels, lodging houses, apart-
ment houses, dwellings, dormitories, condominiums,
shelters for homeless persons, congregate resi-
dences, employee housing, factory-built housing and
other types of dwellings containing sleeping accom-
modations with or without common toilet or cooking
facilities including accessory buildings, facilities,
and uses thereto. Sections of this code which pertain
to applications listed in this section are identified
using the abbreviation “HCD 1.”

Enforcing agency—Local building department or
the Department of Housing and Community Devel-
opment.

Authority cited—Health and Safety Code Sections
17040, 17050, 17920.9, 17921, 17921.3, 17921.6,
17921.10, 17922, 17922.6, 17922.12, 17927, 17928,
17959.6, 18300, 18552, 18554, 18620, 18630,
18640, 18670, 18690, 18691, 18865, 18871.3,
18871.4, 18873, 18873.1, 18873.2, 18873.3,
18873.4, 18873.5, 18938.3, 18944.11 and 19990;
and Government Code Section 12955.1.

Reference—Health and Safety Code Sections 17000
through 17062.5, 17910 through 17995.5, 18200
through 18700, 18860 through 18874, and Sections
19960 through 19997; and Government Code Sec-
tions 12955.1 and 12955.1.1.

1.8.2.1.2 Housing accessibility.

Application— “COVERED MULTIFAMILY DWELL-
INGS” as defined in Chapter 2 including, but not lim-
ited to, lodging houses, dormitories, timeshares,
condominiums, shelters for homeless persons, congre-
gate residences, apartment houses, dwellings, employee
housing, factory-built housing and other types of dwell-
ings containing sleeping accommodations with or with-
out common toilet or cooking facilities.

Sections of this code identified by the abbreviation
“HCD 1-AC” require specific accommodations for
“PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES” as defined in
Chapter 2. The application of such provisions shall be
in conjunction with other requirements of this code and
apply only to newly constructed “COVERED MULTI-
FAMILY DWELLINGS” as defined in Chapter 2 of the
California Building Code. “HCD 1-AC” applications
include, but are not limited to, the following:

1. All newly constructed “COVERED MULTI-
FAMILY DWELLINGS” as defined in Chapter
2.

8 JULY 1, 2015 SUPPLEMENT
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2. New “COMMON USE AREAS” as defined in
Chapter 2 serving existing covered multifam-
ily dwellings.

3. Additions to existing buildings, where the
addition alone meets the definition of “COV-
ERED MULTIFAMILY DWELLINGS” as
defined in Chapter 2.

4. New common use areas serving new covered
multifamily dwellings.

5. Where any portion of a building’s exterior is
preserved, but the interior of the building is
removed, including all structural portions of
floors and ceilings, the building is considered
a new building for determining the application
of Chapter 11A.

“HCD 1-AC” building standards generally do
not apply to public use areas or public accommoda-
tions such as hotels and motels, and public housing.
Public use areas, public accommodations and pub-
lic housing as defined in Chapter 2 of this code are
subject to the Division of the State Architect (DSA-
AC) in Chapter 11B, and are referenced in Section
1.9.1.

Newly constructed covered multifamily dwellings,
which can also be defined as public housing, shall
be subject to the requirements of Chapter 11A and
Chapter 11B.

Enforcing agency—Local building department or
the Department of Housing and Community Devel-
opment.

Authority cited—Health and Safety Code Sections
17040, 17050, 17920.9, 17921, 17921.3, 17921.6,
17921.10, 17922, 17922.6, 17922.12, 17927, 17928,
17959.6, 18300, 18552, 18554, 18620, 18630,
18640, 18670, 18690, 18691, 18865, 18871.3,
18871.4, 18873, 18873.1, 18873.2, 18873.3,
18873.4, 18873.5, 18938.3, 18944.11 and 19990;
and Government Code Section 12955.1.

Reference—Health and Safety Code Sections 17000
through 17062.5, 17910 through 17995.5, 18200
through 18700, 18860 through 18874, and 19960
through 19997; and Government Code Sections
12955.1 and 12955.1.1.

1.8.2.1.3 Permanent buildings in mobilehome parks
and special occupancy parks.

Application—Permanent buildings, and permanent
accessory buildings or structures, constructed
within mobilehome parks and special occupancy
parks that are under the control and ownership of
the park operator. Sections of this code which per-
tain to applications listed in this section are identi-
fied using the abbreviation “HCD 2.”

Enforcing agency—The Department of Housing
and Community Development, local building
department or other local agency that has assumed
responsibility for the enforcement of Health and

2013 CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE



CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE — MATRIX ADOPTION TABLE

CHAPTER 2 - DEFINITIONS

(Matrix Adoption Tables are non-regulatory, intended only as an aid to the user.
See Chapter 1 for state agency authority and building applications.)

Adopting agency

BSC

SFM

HCD

DSA

OSHPD

2 |1/AC

AC

SS

SS/CC

2

3

BSCC

DPH

AGR

DWR

CEC

CA

SL

SLC

Adopt entire chapter

X

Adopt entire chapter as amended
(amended sections listed below)

Adopt only those sections that are
listed below

Chapter / Section

201.3

201.4

x

202

Access Aisle

Accessibility

Accessibility Function Button

Accessible

Accessible Element

Accessible Means of Egress

Accessible Route

Accessible Space

XXX X X x| X]| X

Active Equipment/Component

Adaptable

x

Adaptable Dwelling Unit

Addition (2nd paragraph only)

Administrative Authority

Aged Home or Institution

Aisle (2nd paragraph only)

Alteration

Alternative System

Amusement Attraction

Amusement Ride

Amusement Ride Seat

Ancillary Facility

ANSI

Approved (with notes)

Approved (2nd paragraph only)
(w/o notes)

Approved Agency

>
>

Approved Listing Agency

x

x
x

Approved Testing Agency

Area of Refuge

Area of Sport Activity

Assembly Area

XX | X]| X

Assistive Device

Assistive Listening System (ALS)

>

Associated Structural Alterations

At-Grade Station

Automatic Door

Automatic Teller Machine (ATM)

2013 CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE
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CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE — MATRIX ADOPTION TABLE
CHAPTER 2 — DEFINITIONS—continued

. HCD DSA OSHPD
Adopting agency BSC | SFM BSCC | DPH |AGR|DWR|CEC | CA | SL [SLC
1|2 |1/AC|AC|[SS |SS/CC| 1|2 |3 |4

Adopt entire chapter X

Adopt entire chapter as amended
(amended sections listed below)

Adopt only those sections that are
listed below

Chapter / Section

Backwash X

Bathroom X|X]| X

x

Bedridden Person X

Blended Transition

Boarding Pier

Boat Launch Ramp

> | x| x|

Boat Slip

Building X

Building (with exception) X|X| X

Building (w/o notes) X

Building Entrance
on an Accessible Route

Building, Existing X[ X] X

Building Official X

Cantilevered Decking X

Care and Supervision X

Carriage Unit X X

Catastrophically Injured X

Catch Pool X

CCR X

CDF Director

Cell [SFM]

Cell Complex

Cell Tiers

X[ X[ x| Xx

Cellular Concrete X[ X] X

x

Central Control Building

Characters X[ X| X X

Charter School

Child-Care Center

Child-Care Facilities

x| x| x| x

Child or Children

Children’s Use X

x

Chronically Ill

Circulation Path X

Clean Pool Water X

Clear X

Clear Pool Water X

Clear Floor Space X

Clinic, Outpatient X

(continued)
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CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE — MATRIX ADOPTION TABLE

CHAPTER 2 — DEFINITIONS—continued

Adopting agency

BSC

SFM

HCD

DSA

OSHPD

2 [1/AC| AC | SS |SS/CC

2

3

BSCC

DPH

AGR

DWR

CEC

CA

SL

SLC

Adopt entire chapter

X

Adopt entire chapter as amended
(amended sections listed below)

Adopt only those sections that are
listed below

Chapter / Section

Closed-Circuit Telephone

Commercial Facilities

Common Use

-+

-+

Common Use Areas

Community Care Facility

Comply With

Concrete, Cellular

Congregate Living Health Facility
(CLHF)

Congregate Residence

Coping

Corrosion Resistant

Courtroom Dock

Courthouse Holding Facility [SFM]

Covered Multifamily Dwellings

Cross Slope

Curb Cut

Curb Ramp

X[ X[ X]| X

X[ X[ X]| X

X[ X[ X]| X

Dangerous

Day-Care

Day-Care Home, Family

Day-Care Home, Large Family

Day-Care Home, Small Family

Day Room

x| XX x| X[ x

Deck

Department

Designated Public Transportation

Destination-Oriented Elevator

Detached Single-Family Dwelling

Detectable Warning

Detention Elevator [SFM]

Detention Treatment Room [SFM]

Detoxification Facilities

x| x| *<

Diaphragm, Rigid

Diatomaceous Earth

Direct Access

Directional Sign

Disability

Dormitory

Dormitory [SFM]

Dwelling Unit

Easily Cleanable

Effective Particle Size

Efficiency Dwelling Unit

Electric Vehicle

Element

X
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CHAPTER 2 — DEFINITIONS—continued

Adopting agenc BSC | SFM HCD DSA OSHPD __ |pscc|ppH |aGR |DWR|cEC| ca | st |sLe
pling agency 12 [1AC|AC|SS|ssicc|1]2 ]34

Adopt entire chapter X

Adopt entire chapter as amended
(amended sections listed below)

Adopt only those sections that are
listed below

Chapter / Section

Elevated Play Component X

Elevated Station X

Elevator, Passenger X[ X] X X

Emergency Management Panel
(EMP)

Employee Work Area X

Enclosed Station X

Enforcement X|X]| X

Enforcement Agent X X | X X

Enforcing Agency X | X|X]| X X X[ X|X[X X

Engineering Analysis (Fire Hazard/
Fire Risk Assessment

Entrance X X

Equipment Area X X

Equivalent Facilitation X[ X] X X

Existing Building X[ X] X

Existing Building or Facility X

Existing Structure X X| X

Exit X

X~

Exterior Covering

Facility X|X| X X

Family X[ X] X

Fire Appliance [SFM]

Fire Hazard Severity Zones

Fire Protection Plan

Fire-Retardant Treated Wood
[SFM]

Fire-Smoke Barrier [SFM]

Fixed Guideway Transit System

X| x| x| X |X|Xx|Xx

Foster Family Home

Freestanding Acute Psychiatric
Building (APB)

Freestanding Skilled Nursing
Building (SNB)

Full-Time Care X

Functional Area

x| x

Gangway

General Acute Care Building
(GAC Building)

General Acute Care Hospital X X

Golf Car Passage

Grab Bar X[ X]| X

Grade (Adjacent Ground Elevation) X[ X] X
Grade Break

Ground Floor X[ X]| X

Ground Level Play Component
Guard (or Guardrail) X|X| X

X X | X X[ X]| X]| X

(continued)
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CHAPTER 2 — DEFINITIONS—continued

Adopting agenc BSC | SFM HCD DSA OSHPD BSCC | DPH [ AGR |DWR|CEC | CA | SL |SLC
pling agency 1|2 |1/AC|AC|[SS|SS/ICC| 1|2 |3 |4

Adopt entire chapter X

Adopt entire chapter as amended
(amended sections listed below)

Adopt only those sections that are
listed below

Chapter / Section

Guideway X

Hall Call Console X

Handhold X

Handrail X|X]| X X

Hazardous Substance [SFM] X

Health Care Provider X

Heavy Timber X

High-Rise Building X

High-Rise Building Access X

Historic Buildings X

Holding Facility X

Hotel or Motel X|X]| X

Housing at a Place of Education X X

Housing Unit X

Hydrogen Fuel Gas Room X

If, If... Then X

Ignition-Resistant Material X

Incidental Structural Alterations,
Additions or Repairs

Infant X

Intended to be occupied
as a Resident

Inlet X

International Symbol
of Accessibility

Key Station

Kick Plate X|X| X

x| x| x| x

Kitchen or Kitchenette

Labeled X|X| X

Laboratory [SFM] X

Laboratory Suite [SFM] X

Ladder X

Lavatory X | X

Level Area X|X| X

Lift., Platform (Wheelchair) X|X| X

Liquid Tight Floor [SFM] X

Listed X [ X|X| X

Listing Agency X|X| X

Living Unit X

Local Agency Very High
Fire Hazard Severity Zone

Lobby [SFM] X | x[x] x

Lodging House X[ X] X

Log Wall Construction X

Mail Boxes X

Main Drain X

(continued)
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CHAPTER 2 - DEFINITIONS—continued

Adopting agency

BSC

SFM

HCD

DSA

OSHPD

2 [1/AC

AC

SS | SS/CC

2

3

BSCC

DPH | AGR |DWR|CEC | CA | SL [SLC

Adopt entire chapter

X

Adopt entire chapter as amended
(amended sections listed below)

Adopt only those sections that are
listed below

Chapter / Section

Major Structural Alterations,
Additions or Repairs

Marked Crossing

May

Medical Pool

Mentally Disabled Persons,
Profoundly or Severely

Mezzanine

Minor Structural Alteration,
Additions or Repairs

Motel

Motion Picture and Television Pro-
duction Studio Sound Stage,
Approved Production Facilities and
Production Locations

Multi-bedroom Housing Unit

Multistory Dwelling Unit

Naturally Durable Wood

New High-Rise Building

Newly Constructed

Next Generation Attenuation (NGA)

NFPA

Non-General Acute Care Building
(Non-GAC Building)

Nonambulatory Persons

Noncombustible [SFM]

Nonstructural Alteration

Normal

Nosing

NPC 1, NPC 2, NPC 3/NPC 3R,
NPC 4 and NPC 5

Occupant Load

Occupiable Space

Open Riser

Open Station

Operable Part

Operations Control Center (OCC)
(Central Control)

Organized Camps

Outlet

Passage Door

Passenger Elevator

Passive Solar Energy Collector

Path of Travel

Patio Cover

Pedestrian

Pedestrian Ramp

Pedestrian Way

Peer Review
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CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE — MATRIX ADOPTION TABLE
CHAPTER 2 - DEFINITIONS—continued

Adopting agency

BSC

SFM

HCD DSA OSHPD
BSCC | DPH

1|2 |1/AC|AC |SS |SS/ICC|1 |2 |3 |4

AGR

DWR

CEC

CA

SL

SLC

Adopt entire chapter

X

Adopt entire chapter as amended
(amended sections listed below)

Adopt only those sections that are
listed below

Chapter / Section

Performance Standard

Perimeter Overflow System

Permanent

Permanent Portable Building [SFM]

Permissible Exposure Limit

Permit

x

Persons with Disabilities

Pictogram

Place of Public Accommodation

Platform

Platform (Wheelchair) Lift

Play Area

Play Component

x

x

x
XXX XXX

Point of Safety

Pool or Public Pool

Pool Operator or Operator

x

Pool User

Point-of-Sale Device

~

Powder Room

Power-Assisted Door

Power Substation

Primary Entry

Primary-Entry Level

Primary Function

Private Building or Facility

Professional Office of a Health
Care Provider

x

Protective Social Care Facility
[SFM]

Public Accommodation

Public Building or Facility

Public Entity

Public Entrance

Public Housing

Public Use

Public-Use Areas

Public Way

x
XXX x| X|Xx|Xx

Publicly Funded

Qualified Historic Building or Facil-
ity

~

Radius of Curvature

Raftertail

Ramp

Readily Accessible
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CHAPTER 2 - DEFINITIONS—continued

Adopting agency

BSC

SFM

HCD

DSA

OSHPD

2 [1/AC

AC

SS

SS/CC

2

3

BSCC

DPH |AGR |DWR|CEC| CA | SL |SLC

Adopt entire chapter

X

Adopt entire chapter as amended
(amended sections listed below)

Adopt only those sections that are
listed below

Chapter / Section

Readily Disassembled

Reasonable Portion

Recessed Steps

Recirculation System

Recommend

Relocatable Building (Public
School)

Remodeling

Repair

Residential Care Facility for the
Chronically Ill (RCF/CI)

Residential Care Facility for the
Elderly (RCFE)

Residential Dwelling Unit

Residential Facility (RF)

Restraint [SFM]

Restricted Entrance

Retrofit

Rim Flow Gutter

Riser

Roof Eave

Roof Eave Soffit

Rugged Equipment

Running Slope

Sanitary Facility

Secure Interview Rooms

Self-Service Storage

Service Entrance

Shall

Shopping Center (or Shopping
Mall)

Should

Sidewalk

Signage

x| x| x| x |x|x|x

Significant Loss of Function

Single-Accommodation Sanitary
Facility

Sink

x

Site

Site Development

Skimmer Equalizer Line

Sleeping Accommodations

Slip Resistant

Slope
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CHAPTER 2 — DEFINITIONS—continued

Adopting agency

BSC

SFM

HCD

DSA

OSHPD

2 (1/AC

AC

SS

SS/CC

2

3

BSCC

DPH

AGR

DWR

CEC

CA

SL

SLC

Adopt entire chapter

X

Adopt entire chapter as amended
(amended sections listed below)

Adopt only those sections that are
listed below

Chapter / Section

Small Management Yard

Soft Contained Play Structure

Sound Transmission Class (STC)

Spa Pool or Spa

Space

SPC Building

SPC 1, SPC 2, SPC 3, SPC 4 and
SPC 5

Special Purpose Pool

Specified Public Transportation

Splash Zone

Spray Ground

Springline

Stage

Stair

Stairs

Stairway

State-Owned/Leased Building
[SFM]

State Responsibility Area

Station

Station Platform

x| x| X

Step

Story (2nd paragraph only)

Structural Frame

Structure

Suction Outlet

Surge Basin

Substantial Structural Damage

Tactile

Tactile Sign

Technically Infeasible

Teeing Ground

x| X[ XX

Tempered Water

Temporary

>

Temporary Holding Cell, Room or
Area. [CSA and SFM]

Temporary Holding Facility [SFM]

Tenable Environment [SFM]

Terminally Il

XIXx| x| X

Testing Agency

Text Telephone

Transfer Device

Transient Lodging

Transit Boarding Platform

x| x| x| x
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CHAPTER 2 - DEFINITIONS—continued

Adopting agency

BSC

SFM

HCD

DSA

OSHPD

2 [1/AC

AC

SS

SS/CC

2

3

BSCC

DPH | AGR |DWR|CEC | CA | SL |SLC

Adopt entire chapter

X

Adopt entire chapter as amended
(amended sections listed below)

listed below

Adopt only those sections that are

Chapter / Section

Transition Plate

Tread

>

Ty

Turnover Time

Underground Station

Uniformity Coefficient

Unreasonable Hardship

Use Zone

Valuation Threshold

Variable Message Signs (VMS)

Variable Message Sign (VMS)
Characters

X | x| Xx|Xx|X

Vehicular or Pedestrian Arrival
Points

Vehicular Way

Voluntary Structural Alteration

Wading Pool

Waiting Room [SFM]

Walk

Water Feature

Waterline

Wet Bar

>

Wheelchair

Wheelchair Space

Wildfire

Wildfire Exposure

Wildland-Urban Interface Fire Area

Winery Caves

XX Xx|Xx

Work Area Equipment

X

Workstation (2nd paragraph only)

X

The state agency does not adopt sections identified by the following symbol: T
The Office of the State Fire Marshal’s adoption of this chapter or individual sections is applicable to structures regulated by other state agencies pursuant to

Section 1.11.

44

JULY 1, 2015 SUPPLEMENT

BLUE

2013 CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE



CHAPTER 2
DEFINITIONS

SECTION 201
GENERAL

201.1 Scope. Unless otherwise expressly stated, the follow-
ing words and terms shall, for the purposes of this code, have
the meanings shown in this chapter.

201.2 Interchangeability. Words used in the present tense
include the future; words stated in the masculine gender
include the feminine and neuter; the singular number includes
the plural and the plural, the singular.

201.3 Terms defined in other codes. Where terms are not
defined in this code and are defined in the California Fire
Code, California Mechanical Code or California Plumbing
Code, such terms shall have the meanings ascribed to them as
in those codes.

201.4 Terms not defined. Where terms are not defined
through the methods authorized by this section, such terms
shall have ordinarily accepted meanings such as the context
implies.

For applications listed in Section 1.11 regulated by the
Office of the State Fire Marshal, where terms are not defined
through the methods authorized by this section, such terms
shall have ordinarily accepted meanings such as the context
implies. Webster’s Third New International Dictionary of the
English Language, Unabridged, shall be considered as pro-
viding ordinarily accepted meanings.

SECTION 202
DEFINITIONS

24-HOUR CARE. The actual time that a person is an occu-
pant within a facility for the purpose of receiving care. It
shall not include a facility that is open for 24 hours and is
capable of providing care to someone visiting the facility dur-
ing any segment of the 24 hours.

AAC MASONRY. Masonry made of autoclaved aerated
concrete (AAC) units, manufactured without internal rein-
forcement and bonded together using thin- or thick-bed mor-
tar.

ACCESS AISLE. [DSA-AC]. An accessible pedestrian space
adjacent to or between parking spaces that provides clear-
ances in compliance with this code.

ACCESSIBILITY. [DSA-AC & HCD 1-AC] Accessibility is
the combination of various elements in a building, facility,
site, or area, or portion thereof which allows access, circula-
tion and the full use of the building and facilities by persons
with disabilities in compliance with this code.

ACCESSIBILITY FUNCTION BUTTON. [DSA-AC] A but-
ton on an elevator hall call console in a destination-oriented
elevator system that when pressed will activate a series of
visual and verbal prompts and announcements providing

2013 CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE

instruction regarding hall call console operation and direc-
tion to an assigned elevator.

ACCESSIBLE. [DSA-AC & HCD 1-AC] A site, building,
facility, or portion thereof that is approachable and usable by
persons with disabilities in compliance with this code.

ACCESSIBLE ELEMENT. [DSA-AC] An element specified
by the regulations adopted by the Division of the State Archi-
tect-Access Compliance.

ACCESSIBLE MEANS OF EGRESS. A continuous and
unobstructed way of egress travel from any accessible point
in a building or facility to a public way.

ACCESSIBLE ROUTE. [DSA-AC & HCD 1-AC] A contin-
uous unobstructed path connecting accessible elements and
spaces of an accessible site, building or facility that can be
negotiated by a person with a disability using a wheelchair,
and that is also safe for and usable by persons with other dis-
abilities. Interior accessible routes may include corridors,
hallways, floors, ramps, elevators and lifts. Exterior accessi-
ble routes may include parking access aisles, curb ramps,
crosswalks at vehicular ways, walks, ramps and lifts.

ACCESSIBLE SPACE. [DSA-AC] A space that complies

with the accessibility provisions of this code

ACCREDITATION BODY. An approved, third-party orga-
nization that is independent of the grading and inspection
agencies, and the lumber mills, and that initially accredits and
subsequently monitors, on a continuing basis, the compe-
tency and performance of a grading or inspection agency
related to carrying out specific tasks.

ACTIVE EQUIPMENT/COMPONENT. [DSA-SS, DSA-
SS/CC & OSHPD 1, 2, 3 & 4] Equipment/Component con-
taining moving or rotating parts, electrical parts such as
switches or relays, or other internal components that are sen-
sitive to earthquake forces and critical to the function of the
equipment.

ADAPTABLE. [DSA-AC] Capable of being readily modified
and made accessible.

ADAPTABLE DWELLING UNIT. [HCD 1-AC] An accessi-
ble dwelling unit within a covered multifamily building as
designed with elements and spaces allowing the dwelling unit
to be adapted or adjusted to accommodate the user. See
Chapter 11A, Division IV.

[A] ADDITION. An extension or increase in floor area or
height of a building or structure. [DSA-AC] An expansion,
extension or increase in the gross floor area or height of a
building or facility.

ADHERED MASONRY VENEER. Veneer secured and

supported through the adhesion of an approved bonding
material applied to an approved backing.

ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITY. [DSA-AC] A govern-
mental agency that adopts or enforces regulations and guide-
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lines for the design, construction or alteration of buildings
and facilities.

ADOBE CONSTRUCTION. Construction in which the
exterior load-bearing and nonload-bearing walls and parti-
tions are of unfired clay masonry units, and floors, roofs and
interior framing are wholly or partly of wood or other
approved materials.

Adobe, stabilized. Unfired clay masonry units to which
admixtures, such as emulsified asphalt, are added during
the manufacturing process to limit the units’ water absorp-
tion so as to increase their durability.

Adobe, unstabilized. Unfired clay masonry units that do
not meet the definition of “Adobe, stabilized.”

[F] AEROSOL. A product that is dispensed from an aerosol
container by a propellant. Aerosol products shall be classified
by means of the calculation of their chemical heats of com-
bustion and shall be designated Level 1, Level 2 or Level 3.

Level 1 aerosol products. Those with a total chemical
heat of combustion that is less than or equal to 8,600 Brit-
ish thermal units per pound (Btu/Ib) (20 kJ/g).

Level 2 aerosol products. Those with a total chemical
heat of combustion that is greater than 8,600 Btu/Ib (20 kJ/
g), but less than or equal to 13,000 Btu/Ib (30 kJ/g).

Level 3 aerosol products. Those with a total chemical heat
of combustion that is greater than 13,000 Btu/Ib (30 kJ/g).

[F] AEROSOL CONTAINER. A metal can or a glass or
plastic bottle designed to dispense an aerosol. Metal cans
shall be limited to a maximum size of 33.8 fluid ounces (1000
ml). Glass or plastic bottles shall be limited to a maximum
size of 4 fluid ounces (118 ml).

AGED HOME OR INSTITUTION. A facility used for the
housing of persons 65 years of age or older in need of care
and supervision. (See definition of “care and supervision”)

AGGREGATE. In roofing, crushed stone, crushed slag or
water-worn gravel used for surfacing for roof coverings.

AGRICULTURAL BUILDING. A structure designed and
constructed to house farm implements, hay, grain, poultry,
livestock or other horticultural products. This structure shall
not be a place of human habitation or a place of employment
where agricultural products are processed, treated or pack-
aged, nor shall it be a place used by the public.

AIR-INFLATED STRUCTURE. A structure that uses air-
pressurized membrane beams, arches or other elements to
enclose space. Occupants of such a structure do not occupy
the pressurized area used to support the structure.

AIR-SUPPORTED STRUCTURE. A structure wherein the
shape of the structure is attained by air pressure and occu-
pants of the structure are within the elevated pressure area.
Air-supported structures are of two basic types:

Double skin. Similar to a single skin, but with an attached
liner that is separated from the outer skin and provides an
airspace which serves for insulation, acoustic, aesthetic or
similar purposes.

Single skin. Where there is only the single outer skin and
the air pressure is directly against that skin.
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AISLE. An unenclosed exit access component that defines
and provides a path of egress travel. [DSA-AC] A circulation
path between objects such as seats, tables, merchandise,
equipment, displays, shelves, desks, etc., that provides clear-
ances in compliance with this code.

AISLE ACCESSWAY. That portion of an exit access that
leads to an aisle.

[F1 ALARM NOTIFICATION APPLIANCE. A fire alarm
system component such as a bell, horn, speaker, light or text
display that provides audible, tactile or visible outputs, or any
combination thereof.

[F] ALARM SIGNAL. A signal indicating an emergency
requiring immediate action, such as a signal indicative of fire.

[F1 ALARM VERIFICATION FEATURE. A feature of
automatic fire detection and alarm systems to reduce unwanted
alarms wherein smoke detectors report alarm conditions for a
minimum period of time, or confirm alarm conditions within a
given time period, after being automatically reset, in order to
be accepted as a valid alarm-initiation signal.

ALLOWABLE STRESS DESIGN. A method of propor-
tioning structural members, such that elastically computed
stresses produced in the members by nominal loads do not
exceed specified allowable stresses (also called “working
stress design”).

[A] ALTERATION. Any construction or renovation to an
existing structure other than repair or addition. [DSA-AC] A
change, addition or modification in construction, change in
occupancy or use, or structural repair to an existing building
or facility. Alterations include, but are not limited to, remod-
eling, renovation, rehabilitation, reconstruction, historic res-
toration, resurfacing of circulation paths or vehicular ways,
changes or rearrangement of the structural parts or elements,
and changes or rearrangement in the plan configuration of
walls and full-height partitions. Normal maintenance, reroof-
ing, painting or wallpapering, or changes to mechanical and
electrical systems are not alterations unless they affect the
usability of the building or facility.

ALTERNATING TREAD DEVICE. A device that has a
series of steps between 50 and 70 degrees (0.87 and 1.22 rad)
from horizontal, usually attached to a center support rail in an
alternating manner so that the user does not have both feet on
the same level at the same time.

ALTERNATIVE SYSTEM. [OSHPD 1 & 4] Alternative
materials, design and methods of construction in accordance
with Section 104.11, Section 11.1.4 of ASCE 7 or structural
design criteria as approved by the enforcement agency.

AMBULATORY CARE FACILITY. Buildings or portions
thereof used to provide medical, surgical, psychiatric, nursing
or similar care on a less than 24-hour basis to individuals who
are rendered incapable of self-preservation by the services
provided.

AMUSEMENT ATTRACTION. [DSA-AC] Any facility, or
portion of a facility, located within an amusement park or
theme park which provides amusement without the use of an
amusement device. Amusement attractions include, but are
not limited to, fun houses, barrels and other attractions with-
out seats.
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DAY ROOM. A room which is adjacent to a cell, or cell tier,
or dormitory and which is used as a dining, exercise or other
activity room for inmates.

DEAD LOAD. The weight of materials of construction
incorporated into the building, including but not limited to
walls, floors, roofs, ceilings, stairways, built-in partitions,
finishes, cladding and other similarly incorporated architec-
tural and structural items, and the weight of fixed service
equipment, such as cranes, plumbing stacks and risers, elec-
trical feeders, heating, ventilating and air-conditioning sys-
tems and automatic sprinkler systems.

DECK. Is an area surrounding a pool which is specifically
constructed or installed for use by bathers.

DECORATIVE GLASS. A carved, leaded or Dalle glass or
glazing material whose purpose is decorative or artistic, not
functional; whose coloring, texture or other design qualities
or components cannot be removed without destroying the
glazing material and whose surface, or assembly into which it
is incorporated, is divided into segments.

[F] DECORATIVE MATERIALS. All materials applied over
the building interior finish for decorative, acoustical or other
effect (such as curtains, draperies, fabrics, streamers and surface
coverings), and all other materials utilized for decorative effect
(such as batting, cloth, cotton, hay, stalks, straw, vines, leaves,
trees, moss and similar items), including foam plastics and mate-
rials containing foam plastics. Decorative materials do not
include floor coverings, ordinary window shades, interior finish
and materials 0.025 inch (0.64 mm) or less in thickness applied
directly to and adhering tightly to a substrate.

DEEP FOUNDATION. A deep foundation is a foundation ele-
ment that does not satisfy the definition of a shallow foundation.

[F] DEFLAGRATION. An exothermic reaction, such as the
extremely rapid oxidation of a flammable dust or vapor in air,
in which the reaction progresses through the unburned mate-
rial at a rate less than the velocity of sound. A deflagration
can have an explosive effect.

[F] DELUGE SYSTEM. A sprinkler system employing
open sprinklers attached to a piping system connected to a
water supply through a valve that is opened by the operation
of a detection system installed in the same areas as the sprin-
klers. When this valve opens, water flows into the piping sys-
tem and discharges from all sprinklers attached thereto.

DEPARTMENT. [HCD 1 & HCD 2] The Department of
Housing and Community Development.

DESIGN DISPLACEMENT. See Section 1905.1.1.

DESIGN EARTHQUAKE GROUND MOTION. The
earthquake ground motion that buildings and structures are
specifically proportioned to resist in Section 1613.

DESIGN FLOOD. The flood associated with the greater of
the following two areas:

1. Area with a flood plain subject to a 1-percent or greater
chance of flooding in any year; or

2. Area designated as a flood hazard area on a community’s
flood hazard map, or otherwise legally designated.

DESIGN FLOOD ELEVATION. The elevation of the
“design flood,” including wave height, relative to the datum
specified on the community’s legally designated flood hazard
map. In areas designated as Zone AO, the design flood eleva-
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tion shall be the elevation of the highest existing grade of the
building’s perimeter plus the depth number (in feet) specified
on the flood hazard map. In areas designated as Zone AO
where a depth number is not specified on the map, the depth
number shall be taken as being equal to 2 feet (610 mm).

DESIGN PROFESSIONAL, REGISTERED. See “Regis-
tered design professional.”

DESIGN PROFESSIONAL IN RESPONSIBLE CHARGE,
REGISTERED. See “Registered design professional in
responsible charge.”

DESIGN STRENGTH. The product of the nominal strength
and a resistance factor (or strength reduction factor).

DESIGNATED PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION. [DSA-AC]
Transportation provided by a public entity (other than public
school transportation) by bus, rail, or other conveyance
(other than transportation by aircraft or intercity or com-
muter rail transportation) that provides the general public
with general or special service, including charter service, on
a regular and continuing basis.

DESIGNATED SEISMIC SYSTEM. Those nonstructural
components that require design in accordance with Chapter 13
of ASCE 7 and for which the component importance factor, Ip,
is greater than 1 in accordance with Section 13.1.3 of ASCE 7.

DESTINATION-ORIENTED ELEVATOR. [DSA-AC]
Destination-oriented elevators are operated by the user
selecting a destination floor at a hall call console located at
or near an elevator landing. The destination-oriented eleva-
tor system then assigns an elevator car which transports the
user to the selected destination floor. Destination-oriented
elevators do not provide floor selection within elevator cars.

[F] DETACHED BUILDING. A separate single-story
building, without a basement or crawl space, used for the
storage or use of hazardous materials and located an
approved distance from all structures.

DETACHED SINGLE-FAMILY DWELLING. [HCD 1 &
HCD 2] Any single-family dwelling which is separated
(detached) from adjacent buildings.

DETAILED PLAIN CONCRETE STRUCTURAL
WALL. See Section 1905.1.1

DETECTABLE WARNING. A standardized surface feature
built in or applied to walking surfaces or other elements to
warn of hazards on a circulation path.

[F] DETECTOR, HEAT. A fire detector that senses heat—
either abnormally high temperature or rate of rise, or both.

DETENTION ELEVATOR [SFM]. Detention elevator shall
mean an elevator which moves in-custody individuals within
a secure and restrained environment.

DETENTION TREATMENT ROOM. [SFM]. Detention
treatment room shall mean a lockable room or rooms within
Group I-3 occupancies used for recreational therapy, group
rooms, interdisciplinary treatment team rooms, and interview
rooms not classified solely as a Group I-2 occupancy.

[F] DETONATION. An exothermic reaction characterized
by the presence of a shock wave in the material which estab-
lishes and maintains the reaction. The reaction zone pro-
gresses through the material at a rate greater than the velocity
of sound. The principal heating mechanism is one of shock
compression. Detonations have an explosive effect.
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DETOXIFICATION FACILITIES. Facilities that provide
treatment for substance abuse, serving care recipients who are
incapable of self-preservation or who are harmful to them-
selves or others.

DIAPHRAGM. A horizontal or sloped system acting to
transmit lateral forces to the vertical-resisting elements.
When the term “diaphragm” is used, it shall include horizon-
tal bracing systems.

Diaphragm, blocked. In light-frame construction, a dia-
phragm in which all sheathing edges not occurring on a
framing member are supported on and fastened to blocking.

Diaphragm boundary. In light-frame construction, a
location where shear is transferred into or out of the dia-
phragm sheathing. Transfer is either to a boundary ele-
ment or to another force-resisting element.

Diaphragm chord. A diaphragm boundary element per-
pendicular to the applied load that is assumed to take axial
stresses due to the diaphragm moment.

Diaphragm flexible. A diaphragm is flexible for the pur-
pose of distribution of story shear and torsional moment
where so indicated in Section 12.3.1 of ASCE 7.

Diaphragm, rigid. [DSA-SS, DSA-SS/CC & OSHPD 1
& 4] A diaphragm is rigid for the purpose of distribution
of story shear and torsional moment where so indicated in
Section 12.3.1 of ASCE 7.

Diaphragm, rigid. A diaphragm is rigid for the purpose
of distribution of story shear and torsional moment when
the lateral deformation of the diaphragm is less than or
equal to two times the average story drift.

Diaphram, unblocked. A diaphragm that has edge nailing
at supporting members only. Blocking between supporting
structural members at panel edges is not included. Dia-
phragm panels are field nailed to supporting members.

DIMENSIONS.

Nominal. The specified dimension plus an allowance for
the joints with which the units are to be laid. Nominal
dimensions are usually stated in whole numbers. Thick-
ness is given first, followed by height and then length.

Specified. Dimensions specified for the manufacture or
construction of a unit, joint element.

DIRECT ACCESS. A path of travel from a space to an
immediately adjacent space through an opening in the com-
mon wall between the two spaces.

DIRECTIONAL SIGN. [DSA-AC, HCD 1 & HCD 2] A pub-
licly displayed notice which indicates by use of words or sym-
bols a recommended direction or route of travel.

DISABILITY [DSA-AC] Disability is (1) a physical or men-
tal impairment that limits one or more of the major life activ-
ities of an individual, (2) a record of such an impairment, or
(3) being regarded as having such an impairment.

[F] DISPENSING. The pouring or transferring of any mate-
rial from a container, tank or similar vessel, whereby vapors,
dusts, fumes, mists or gases are liberated to the atmosphere.

DOOR, BALANCED. A door equipped with double-pivoted
hardware so designed as to cause a semicounter balanced
swing action when opening.
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DORMITORY. A space in a building where group sleeping
accommodations are provided in one room, or in a series of
closely associated rooms, for persons not members of the
same family group, under joint occupancy and single man-
agement, as in college dormitories or fraternity houses.
[SFM] For Group I-3 occupancies “Dormitory” is an area
occupied by no less than three inmates.

DRAFTSTOP. A material, device or construction installed
to restrict the movement of air within open spaces of con-
cealed areas of building components such as crawl spaces,
floor/ceiling assemblies, roof/ceiling assemblies and attics.

DRAG STRUT. See “Collector.”

DRAIN. A fitting or fixture, usually at or near the bottom of a
pool, through which water leaves the pool normally to the
recirculation pump.

DRILLED SHAFT. A drilled shaft is a cast-in-place deep
foundation element constructed by drilling a hole (with or
without permanent casing) into soil or rock and filling it with
fluid concrete.

Socketed drilled shaft. A socketed drilled shaft is a drilled
shaft with a permanent pipe or tube casing that extends down
to bedrock and an uncased socket drilled into the bedrock.

[F1 DRY-CHEMICAL EXTINGUISHING AGENT. A
powder composed of small particles, usually of sodium bicar-
bonate, potassium bicarbonate, urea-potassium-based bicar-
bonate, potassium chloride or monoammonium phosphate,
with added particulate material supplemented by special
treatment to provide resistance to packing, resistance to mois-
ture absorption (caking) and the proper flow capabilities.

DRY FLOODPROOFING. A combination of design modi-
fications that results in a building or structure, including the
attendant utility and sanitary facilities, being water tight with
walls substantially impermeable to the passage of water and
with structural components having the capacity to resist loads
as identified in ASCE 7.

DURATION OF LOAD. The period of continuous applica-
tion of a given load, or the aggregate of periods of intermit-
tent applications of the same load.

DWELLING. A building that contains one or two dwelling
units used, intended or designed to be used, rented, leased, let
or hired out to be occupied for living purposes.

DWELLING UNIT. A single unit providing complete, inde-
pendent living facilities for one or more persons, including
permanent provisions for living, sleeping, eating, cooking
and sanitation. [HCD 1-AC] For the purposes of Chapter
11A, a single unit of residence for a family of one or more
persons. Examples of dwelling units covered by Chapter 11A
include condominiums, an apartment unit within an apart-
ment building, and other types of dwellings in which sleeping
accommodations are provided but toileting or cooking facili-
ties are shared by occupants of more than one room or por-
tion of the dwelling. Examples of the latter include dormitory
rooms and sleeping accommodations in shelters intended for
occupancy as residences for homeless persons.

DWELLING UNIT OR SLEEPING UNIT, MULTI-
STORY. See definition for “Multistory unit.”

EFFICIENCY DWELLING UNIT. [HCD 1] A dwelling
unit containing only one habitable room and includes an effi-
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FIRE WINDOW ASSEMBLY. A window constructed and
glazed to give protection against the passage of fire.

FIREBLOCKING. Building materials, or materials approved
for use as fireblocking, installed to resist the free passage of
flame to other areas of the building through concealed spaces.

FIREPLACE. A hearth and fire chamber or similar prepared
place in which a fire may be made and which is built in con-
junction with a chimney.

FIREPLACE THROAT. The opening between the top of
the firebox and the smoke chamber.

FIRESTOP, MEMBRANE PENETRATION. See “Mem-
brane penetration firestop.”

FIRESTOP, PENETRATION. See “Penetration firestop.”

FIRESTOP SYSTEM, THROUGH PENETRATION.
See “Through penetration firestop system.”

[F] FIREWORKS. Any composition or device for the pur-
pose of producing a visible or audible effect for entertainment
purposes by combustion, deflagration or detonation that
meets the definition of 1.4G fireworks or 1.3G fireworks as
set forth herein.

Fireworks, 1.3G. Large fireworks devices, which are
explosive materials, intended for use in fireworks displays
and designed to produce audible or visible effects by com-
bustion, deflagration or detonation. Such 1.3G fireworks
include, but are not limited to, firecrackers containing
more than 130 milligrams (2 grains) of explosive composi-
tion, aerial shells containing more than 40 grams of pyro-
technic composition, and other display pieces which
exceed the limits for classification as 1.4G fireworks. Such
1.3G fireworks are also described as fireworks, UN0335
by the DOTn.

Fireworks, 1.4G. Small fireworks devices containing
restricted amounts of pyrotechnic composition designed
primarily to produce visible or audible effects by combus-
tion. Such 1.4G fireworks which comply with the con-
struction, chemical composition and labeling regulations
of the DOTn for fireworks, UN0336, and the U.S. Con-
sumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) as set forth in
CPSC 16 CFR: Parts 1500 and 1507, are not explosive
materials for the purpose of this code.

FIXED BASE OPERATOR (FBO). A commercial busi-
ness granted the right by the airport sponsor to operate on an
airport and provide aeronautical services, such as fueling,
hangaring, tie-down and parking, aircraft rental, aircraft
maintenance and flight instruction.

FIXED GUIDEWAY TRANSIT SYSTEM (the system).
[SFM] (See Chapter 4, Section 433 for definition of term.)

FIXED SEATING. Furniture or fixture designed and
installed for the use of sitting and secured in place including
bench-type seats and seats with or without backs or arm rests.

FLAME SPREAD. The propagation of flame over a surface.

FLAME SPREAD INDEX. A comparative measure,
expressed as a dimensionless number, derived from visual
measurements of the spread of flame versus time for a mate-
rial tested in accordance with ASTM E 84 or UL 723.
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[F] FLAMMABLE GAS. A material that is a gas at 68°F
(20°C) or less at 14.7 pounds per square inch atmosphere
(psia) (101 kPa) of pressure [a material that has a boiling
point of 68°F (20°C) or less at 14.7 psia (101 kPa)] which:

1. Is ignitable at 14.7 psia (101 kPa) when in a mixture of
13 percent or less by volume with air; or

2. Has a flammable range at 14.7 psia (101 kPa) with air
of at least 12 percent, regardless of the lower limit.

The limits specified shall be determined at 14.7 psi (101
kPa) of pressure and a temperature of 68°F (20°C) in accor-
dance with ASTM E 681.

[F1 FLAMMABLE LIQUEFIED GAS. A liquefied com-
pressed gas which, under a charged pressure, is partially lig-
uid at a temperature of 68°F (20°C) and which is flammable.

[F1 FLAMMABLE LIQUID. A liquid having a closed cup
flash point below 100°F (38°C). Flammable liquids are fur-
ther categorized into a group known as Class I liquids. The
Class I category is subdivided as follows:

Class IA. Liquids having a flash point below 73°F (23°C)
and a boiling point below 100°F (38°C).

Class IB. Liquids having a flash point below 73°F (23°C)
and a boiling point at or above 100°F (38°C).

Class IC. Liquids having a flash point at or above 73°F
(23°C) and below 100°F (38°C). The category of flamma-
ble liquids does not include compressed gases or cryo-
genic fluids.

[F] FLAMMABLE MATERIAL. A material capable of
being readily ignited from common sources of heat or at a
temperature of 600°F (316°C) or less.

[F] FLAMMABLE SOLID. A solid, other than a blasting
agent or explosive, that is capable of causing fire through
friction, absorption or moisture, spontaneous chemical
change, or retained heat from manufacturing or processing, or
which has an ignition temperature below 212°F (100°C) or
which burns so vigorously and persistently when ignited as to
create a serious hazard. A chemical shall be considered a
flammable solid as determined in accordance with the test
method of CPSC 16 CFR; Part 1500.44, if it ignites and burns
with a self-sustained flame at a rate greater than 0.1 inch (2.5
mm) per second along its major axis.

[F] FLAMMABLE VAPORS OR FUMES. The concentra-
tion of flammable constituents in air that exceed 25 percent of
their lower flammable limit (LFL).

[F] FLASH POINT. The minimum temperature in degrees
Fahrenheit at which a liquid will give off sufficient vapors to
form an ignitable mixture with air near the surface or in the
container, but will not sustain combustion. The flash point of a
liquid shall be determined by appropriate test procedure and
apparatus as specified in ASTM D 56, ASTM D 93 or ASTM
D 3278.

FLIGHT. A continuous run of rectangular treads, winders or
combination thereof from one landing to another.

FLOOD or FLOODING. A general and temporary condition
of partial or complete inundation of normally dry land from:

1. The overflow of inland or tidal waters.
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2. The unusual and rapid accumulation or runoff of sur-
face waters from any source.

FLOOD DAMAGE-RESISTANT MATERIALS. Any
construction material capable of withstanding direct and pro-
longed contact with floodwaters without sustaining any dam-
age that requires more than cosmetic repair.

FLOOD, DESIGN. See “Design flood.”

FLOOD ELEVATION, DESIGN. See “Design flood eleva-
tion.”

FLOOD HAZARD AREA. The greater of the following two
areas:

1. The area within a flood plain subject to a 1-percent or
greater chance of flooding in any year.

2. The area designated as a flood hazard area on a com-
munity’s flood hazard map, or otherwise legally desig-
nated.

FLOOD HAZARD AREAS, SPECIAL. See “Special
flood hazard areas.”

FLOOD HAZARD AREA SUBJECT TO HIGH-
VELOCITY WAVE ACTION. Area within the flood haz-
ard area that is subject to high-velocity wave action, and
shown on a Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) or other flood
hazard map as Zone V, VO, VE or V1-30.

FLOOD INSURANCE RATE MAP (FIRM). An official
map of a community on which the Federal emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA) has delineated both the special
flood hazard areas and the risk premium zones applicable to
the community.

FLOOD INSURANCE STUDY. The official report pro-
vided by the Federal Emergency Management Agency con-
taining the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), the Flood
Boundary and Floodway Map (FBFM), the water surface ele-
vation of the base flood and supporting technical data.

FLOODWAY. The channel of the river, creek or other water-
course and the adjacent land areas that must be reserved in
order to discharge the base flood without cumulatively increas-
ing the water surface elevation more than a designated height.

FLOOR AREA, GROSS. The floor area within the inside
perimeter of the exterior walls of the building under consider-
ation, exclusive of vent shafts and courts, without deduction
for corridors, stairways, closets, the thickness of interior
walls, columns or other features. The floor area of a building,
or portion thereof, not provided with surrounding exterior
walls shall be the usable area under the horizontal projection
of the roof or floor above. The gross floor area shall not
include shafts with no openings or interior courts.

FLOOR AREA, NET. The actual occupied area not includ-
ing unoccupied accessory areas such as corridors, stairways,
toilet rooms, mechanical rooms and closets.

FLOOR FIRE DOOR ASSEMBLY. A combination of a
fire door, a frame, hardware and other accessories installed in
a horizontal plane, which together provide a specific degree
of fire protection to a through-opening in a fire-resistance-
rated floor (see Section 711.8).
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[F1 FOAM-EXTINGUISHING SYSTEM. A special sys-
tem discharging a foam made from concentrates, either
mechanically or chemically, over the area to be protected.

FOAM PLASTIC INSULATION. A plastic that is inten-
tionally expanded by the use of a foaming agent to produce a
reduced-density plastic containing voids consisting of open
or closed cells distributed throughout the plastic for thermal
insulating or acoustical purposes and that has a density less
than 20 pounds per cubic foot (pcf) (320 kg/m?).

FOLDING AND TELESCOPIC SEATING. Tiered seating
having an overall shape and size that is capable of being
reduced for purposes of moving or storing and is not a build-
ing element.

FOOD COURT. A public seating area located in the mall
that serves adjacent food preparation tenant spaces.

FOSTER CARE FACILITIES. See FOSTER FAMILY
HOME.

FOSTER FAMILY HOME. Any residential facility provid-
ing 24-hour care for six or fewer foster children that is
owned, leased or rented and is the residence of the foster par-
ent or parents, including their family, in whose care the foster
children have been placed. The placement may be by a public
or private child placement agency or by a court order, or by
voluntary placement by a parent, parents or guardian. It also
means a foster family home described in Section 1505.2.

FOUNDATION PIER. An isolated vertical foundation
member whose horizontal dimension measured at right
angles to its thickness does not exceed three times its thick-
ness and whose height is equal to or less than four times its
thickness.

FRAME STRUCTURE. A building or other structure in
which vertical loads from floors and roofs are primarily sup-
ported by columns.

FREESTANDING ACUTE PSYCHIATRIC BUILDING
(APB). [OSHPD 1] A freestanding building, as defined in the
California Administrative Code Section 7-111, that provides
24-hour inpatient Acute Psychiatric Services as defined in the
Health and Safety Code (H&SC) Section 1250(b) or as spe-
cial services in accordance with H&SC Section 1255(a)(5) of
a general acute care hospital defined in H&SC Section
1250(a) and all structures required for their continuous oper-
ation or access/egress.

FREESTANDING SKILLED NURSING BUILDING
(SNB). [OSHPD 1] A freestanding building, as defined in the
California Administrative Code Section 7-111, that provides
skilled nursing and/or intermediate care as defined in the
Health and Safety Code Section 1250(c) or (d), and all struc-
tures required for their continuous operation or access/egress.

FULL-TIME CARE. Shall mean the establishment and rou-
tine care of persons on an hourly, daily, weekly, monthly,
yearly or permanent basis, whether for 24-hours per day or
less, and where sleeping accommodations are provided.

FUNCTIONAL AREA. [DSA-AC] A room, space or area
intended or designated for a group of related activities or pro-
cesses.
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GANGWAY. [DSA-AC] A variable-sloped pedestrian walk-
way that links a fixed structure or land with a floating struc-
ture. Gangways that connect to vessels are not addressed by
this code.

[F1 GAS CABINET. A fully enclosed, ventilated noncom-
bustible enclosure used to provide an isolated environment
for compressed gas cylinders in storage or use. Doors and
access ports for exchanging cylinders and accessing pressure-
regulating controls are allowed to be included.

[F] GAS ROOM. A separately ventilated, fully enclosed
room in which only compressed gases and associated equip-
ment and supplies are stored or used.

[F1 GASEOUS HYDROGEN SYSTEM. An assembly of
piping, devices and apparatus designed to generate, store, con-
tain, distribute or transport a nontoxic, gaseous hydrogen-con-
taining mixture having at least 95-percent hydrogen gas by
volume and not more than 1-percent oxygen by volume. Gas-
eous hydrogen systems consist of items such as compressed
gas containers, reactors and appurtenances, including pressure
regulators, pressure relief devices, manifolds, pumps, compres-
sors and interconnecting piping and tubing and controls.

GENERAL ACUTE CARE BUILDING (GAC Building).
[OSHPD 1] Hospital buildings as defined in the California
Administrative Code Section 7-111 and all structures
required for their continuous operation or access/egress,
except Freestanding Skilled Nursing Building (SNB) and
Acute Psychiatric Building (APB).

GLASS FIBERBOARD. Fibrous glass roof insulation con-
sisting of inorganic glass fibers formed into rigid boards
using a binder. The board has a top surface faced with asphalt
and kraft reinforced with glass fiber.

GLUED BUILT-UP MEMBER. A structural element, the
section of which is composed of built-up lumber, wood struc-
tural panels or wood structural panels in combination with
lumber, all parts bonded together with structural adhesives.

GOLF CAR PASSAGE. [DSA-AC] A continuous passage on
which a motorized golf car can operate.

GRAB BAR. [DSA-AC & HCD 1-AC] A bar for the purpose
of being grasped by the hand for support.

GRADE (Adjacent Ground Elevation) [DSA-AC & HCD 1-
AC] The lowest point of elevation of the finished surface of
the ground, paving or sidewalk within the area between the
building and the property line or, when the property line is
more than 5 feet (1524 mm) from the building, between the
building and a line 5 feet (1524 mm) from the building. See
Health and Safety Code Section 19955.3(d).

GRADE BREAK. [DSA-AC] The line where two surface
planes with different slopes meet.

GRADE FLOOR OPENING. A window or other opening
located such that the sill height of the opening is not more
than 44 inches (1118 mm) above or below the finished
ground level adjacent to the opening.

GRADE (LUMBER). The classification of lumber in regard
to strength and utility in accordance with American Softwood
Lumber Standard DOC PS 20 and the grading rules of an
approved lumber rules-writing agency.
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GRADE PLANE. A reference plane representing the aver-
age of finished ground level adjoining the building at exterior
walls. Where the finished ground level slopes away from the
exterior walls, the reference plane shall be established by the
lowest points within the area between the building and the lot
line or, where the lot line is more than 6 feet (1829 mm) from
the building, between the building and a point 6 feet (1829
mm) from the building.

GRADE PLANE, STORY ABOVE. See “Story above
grade plane.”

GRANDSTAND. Tiered seating supported on a dedicated
structural system and two or more rows high and is not a
building element (see ‘“Bleachers”).

GROSS LEASABLE AREA. The total floor area designed
for tenant occupancy and exclusive use. The area of tenant
occupancy is measured from the centerlines of joint partitions
to the outside of the tenant walls. All tenant areas, including
areas used for storage, shall be included in calculating gross
leasable area.

GROUND FLOOR. The floor of a building with a building
entrance on an accessible route. A building may have one or
more ground floors.

GROUND LEVEL PLAY COMPONENT. [DSA-AC] A play
component that is approached and exited at the ground level.

GROUP HOME. A facility that provides 24-hour care and
supervision to children, provides services specified in this
chapter to a specific client group, and maintains a structured
environment, with such services provided at least in part by
staff employed by the licensee. The care and supervision pro-
vided by a group home shall be nonmedical except as permit-
ted by Welfare and Institutions Code Section 17736(b). Since
small-family and foster family homes, by definition, care for
six or fewer children only, any facility providing 24-hour care
for seven or more children must be licensed as a group home.

GUARD [DSA-AC, HCD 1 & HCD 2] OR GUARDRAIL.
A building component or a system of building components
located at or near the open sides of elevated walking surfaces
that minimizes the possibility of a fall from the walking sur-
face to a lower level.

GUIDEWAY. [SFM] (See Chapter 4, Section 433 for defini-
tion of term.)

GYPSUM BOARD. Gypsum wallboard, gypsum sheathing,
gypsum base for gypsum veneer plaster, exterior gypsum sof-
fit board, predecorated gypsum board or water-resistant gyp-
sum backing board complying with the standards listed in
Tables 2506.2, 2507.2 and Chapter 35.

GYPSUM PLASTER. A mixture of calcined gypsum or cal-
cined gypsum and lime and aggregate and other approved
materials as specified in this code.

GYPSUM VENEER PLASTER. Gypsum plaster applied to
an approved base in one or more coats normally not exceed-
ing I/4 inch (6.4 mm) in total thickness.

HABITABLE SPACE. A space in a building for living,
sleeping, eating or cooking. Bathrooms, toilet rooms, closets,
halls, storage or utility spaces and similar areas are not con-
sidered habitable spaces.
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HALL CALL CONSOLE. [DSA-AC] An elevator call user
interface exclusive to a destination-oriented elevator system
that requires the user to select a destination floor prior to
entering the elevator car.

[F] HALOGENATED EXTINGUISHING SYSTEM. A
fire-extinguishing system using one or more atoms of an ele-
ment from the halogen chemical series: fluorine, chlorine,
bromine and iodine.

[F] HANDLING. The deliberate transport by any means to a
point of storage or use.

HANDRAIL. A horizontal or sloping rail intended for grasp-
ing by the hand for guidance or support.

HANDWASHING FIXTURE. Refer to the California
Plumbing Code, Section 210.0.

HARDBOARD. A fibrous-felted, homogeneous panel made
from lignocellulosic fibers consolidated under heat and pres-
sure in a hot press to a density not less than 31 pcf (497 kg/m?).

[F]1 HAZARDOUS MATERIALS. Those chemicals or sub-
stances that are physical hazards or health hazards as classi-
fied in Section 307 and the California Fire Code, whether the
materials are in usable or waste condition.

[F] HAZARDOUS PRODUCTION MATERIAL (HPM).
A solid, liquid or gas associated with semiconductor manu-
facturing that has a degree-of-hazard rating in health, flam-
mability or instability of Class 3 or 4 as ranked by NFPA 704
and which is used directly in research, laboratory or produc-
tion processes which have as their end product materials that
are not hazardous.

HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCE. [SFM] Hazardous Substance
is a substance which, by reason of being explosive, flamma-
ble, toxic, poisonous, corrosive, oxidizing, irritant or other-
wise harmful, is likely to cause injury.

HEAD JOINT. Vertical mortar joint placed between
masonry units within the wythe at the time the masonry units
are laid.

HEALTH CARE PROVIDER. [DSA-AC] See “Professional
Office of a Health Care Provider”

[F] HEALTH HAZARD. A classification of a chemical for
which there is statistically significant evidence that acute or
chronic health effects are capable of occurring in exposed
persons. The term “health hazard” includes chemicals that are
toxic or highly toxic, and corrosive.

HEAT DETECTOR. See “Detector, heat.”

HEAVY TIMBER. [SFM] (See Chapter 7A, Section 702A
for defined term.)

HEIGHT, BUILDING. The vertical distance from grade
plane to the average height of the highest roof surface.

HELICAL PILE. Manufactured steel deep foundation ele-
ment consisting of a central shaft and one or more helical
bearing plates. A helical pile is installed by rotating it into the
ground. Each helical bearing plate is formed into a screw
thread with a uniform defined pitch.

HELIPAD. A structural surface that is used for the landing,
taking off, taxiing and parking of helicopters.
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HELIPORT. An area of land or water or a structural surface
that is used, or intended for the use, for the landing and taking off
of helicopters, and any appurtenant areas that are used, or
intended for use, for heliport buildings or other heliport facilities.

HELISTOP. The same as “heliport,” except that no fueling,
defueling, maintenance, repairs or storage of helicopters is per-
mitted.

HIGH-PRESSURE DECORATIVE EXTERIOR-GRADE
COMPACT LAMINATE (HPL). Panels consisting of layers
of cellulose fibrous material impregnated with thermosetting
resins and bonded together by a high-pressure process to form
a homogeneous nonporous core suitable for exterior use.

HIGH-PRESSURE DECORATIVE EXTERIOR-GRADE
COMPACT LAMINATE (HPL) SYSTEM. An exterior
wall covering fabricated using HPL in a specific assembly
including joints, seams, attachments, substrate, framing and
other details as appropriate to a particular design.

HIGH-RISE BUILDING. In other than Group I-2 occupan-
cies “high-rise buildings” as used in this code:

Existing high-rise structure. A high-rise structure, the
construction of which is commenced or completed prior to
July 1, 1974.

High-rise structure. Every building of any type of con-
struction or occupancy having floors used for human
occupancy located more than 75 feet above the lowest
floor level having building access (see Section 403.1.2),
except buildings used as hospitals as defined in Health
and Safety Code Section 1250.

New High-rise Building. A high-rise structure, the con-
struction of which is commenced on or after July 1, 1974.
For the purpose of this section, construction shall be
deemed to have commenced when plans and specifications
are more than 50 percent complete and have been pre-
sented to the local jurisdiction prior to July 1, 1974.
Unless all provisions of this section have been met, the
construction of such buildings shall commence on or
before January 1, 1976.

New high-rise structure. A high-rise structure, the con-
struction of which is commenced on or after July 1, 1974.

HIGH-RISE BUILDING ACCESS. An exterior door open-
ing conforming to all of the following:

1. Suitable and available for fire department use.

2. Located not more than 2 feet (610 mm) above the adja-
cent ground level.

3. Leading to a space, room or area having foot traffic
communication capabilities with the remainder of the
building.

4. Designed to permit penetration through the use of fire
department forcible-entry tools and equipment unless
other approved arrangements have been made with the
fire authority having jurisdiction.

[F] HIGHLY TOXIC. A material which produces a lethal
dose or lethal concentration that falls within any of the fol-
lowing categories:

1. A chemical that has a median lethal dose (LD,;) of 50
milligrams or less per kilogram of body weight when

2013 CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE



administered orally to albino rats weighing between
200 and 300 grams each.

2. A chemical that has a median lethal dose (LDy,) of 200
milligrams or less per kilogram of body weight when
administered by continuous contact for 24 hours (or less
if death occurs within 24 hours) with the bare skin of
albino rabbits weighing between 2 and 3 kilograms each.

3. A chemical that has a median lethal concentration
(LC,p) in air of 200 parts per million by volume or less
of gas or vapor, or 2 milligrams per liter or less of mist,
fume or dust, when administered by continuous inhala-
tion for 1 hour (or less if death occurs within 1 hour) to
albino rats weighing between 200 and 300 grams each.

Mixtures of these materials with ordinary materials, such
as water, might not warrant classification as highly toxic.
While this system is basically simple in application, any haz-
ard evaluation that is required for the precise categorization
of this type of material shall be performed by experienced,
technically competent persons.

HISTORIC BUILDINGS. Buildings that are listed in or eli-
gible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, or
designated as historic under an appropriate state or local law
(see Sections 3409 and 3411.9). [DSA-AC] See “Qualified
historical building or property,” C.C.R., Title 24, Part 8.

HOLDING FACILITY. A detention or correctional facility
or area where inmates, staff and public are not housed but
are restrained.

HORIZONTAL ASSEMBLY. A fire-resistance-rated floor
or roof assembly of materials designed to restrict the spread
of fire in which continuity is maintained.

HORIZONTAL EXIT. See “Exit, horizontal.”

HOSPITALS AND PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITALS. Facili-
ties that provide care or treatment for the medical, psychiat-
ric, obstetrical, or surgical treatment of care recipients that
are incapable of self-preservation.

HOTEL OR MOTEL. [HCD 1 & HCD 2] Any building con-
taining six or more guest rooms intended or designed to be
used, or which are used, rented or hired out to be occupied,
or which are occupied for sleeping purposes by guests.

HOUSING AT A PLACE OF EDUCATION. Housing oper-
ated by or on behalf of an elementary, secondary, undergradu-
ate, or postgraduate school, or other place of education,
including dormitories, suites, apartments, or other places of res-
idence.

HOUSING UNIT. An area intended to lodge inmates on a 24-
hour basis where accommodations are provided for sleeping.

[F] HPM FLAMMABLE LIQUID. An HPM liquid that is
defined as either a Class I flammable liquid or a Class II or
Class IITA combustible liquid.

[F1 HPM ROOM. A room used in conjunction with or serving
a Group H-5 occupancy, where HPM is stored or used and
which is classified as a Group H-2, H-3 or H-4 occupancy.

HURRICANE-PRONE REGIONS. Areas vulnerable to
hurricanes defined as:

1. The U.S. Atlantic Ocean and Gulf of Mexico coasts

where the ultimate design wind speed, V,,, for Risk
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Category II buildings is greater than 115 mph (51.4 m/
s); and

2. Hawaii, Puerto Rico, Guam, Virgin Islands and Ameri-
can Samoa.

[F] HYDROGEN FUEL GAS ROOM. A room or space that
is intended exclusively to house a gaseous hydrogen system.

ICE-SENSITIVE STRUCTURE. A structure for which the
effect of an atmospheric ice load governs the design of a
structure or portion thereof. This includes, but is not limited
to, lattice structures, guyed masts, overhead lines, light sus-
pension and cable-stayed bridges, aerial cable systems (e.g.,
for ski lifts or logging operations), amusement rides, open
catwalks and platforms, flagpoles and signs.

IF, IF ... THEN. [DSA-AC] The terms “if” and “if ... then”
denote a specification that applies only when the conditions
described are present.

IGNITION-RESISTANT MATERIAL. [SFM] (See Chapter
7A, Section 702A for defined term.)

[F1 IMMEDIATELY DANGEROUS TO LIFE AND
HEALTH (IDLH). The concentration of air-borne contami-
nants which poses a threat of death, immediate or delayed
permanent adverse health effects, or effects that could pre-
vent escape from such an environment. This contaminant
concentration level is established by the National Institute of
Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) based on both tox-
icity and flammability. It generally is expressed in parts per
million by volume (ppmv/v) or milligrams per cubic meter
(mg/m?). If adequate data do not exist for precise establish-
ment of IDLH concentrations, an independent certified indus-
trial hygienist, industrial toxicologist, appropriate regulatory
agency or other source approved by the building official shall
make such determination.

IMPACT LOAD. The load resulting from moving machin-
ery, elevators, craneways, vehicles and other similar forces
and kinetic loads, pressure and possible surcharge from fixed
or moving loads.

INCIDENTAL STRUCTURAL ALTERATIONS, ADDI-
TIONS, OR REPAIRS. [OSHPD 1, 2 & 4] Alterations, addi-
tions or repairs which would not reduce the story lateral shear
force-resisting capacity by more than 5 percent or increase the
story shear by more than 5 percent in any existing story.

INCAPABLE OF SELF-PRESERVATION. Persons
because of age, physical limitations, mental limitations,
chemical dependency, or medical treatment who cannot
respond as an individual to an emergency situation.

[F] INCOMPATIBLE MATERIALS. Materials that, when
mixed, have the potential to react in a manner that generates
heat, fumes, gases or byproducts which are hazardous to life
or property.

[F] INERT GAS. A gas that is capable of reacting with other
materials only under abnormal conditions such as high temper-
atures, pressures and similar extrinsic physical forces. Within
the context of the code, inert gases do not exhibit either physi-
cal or health hazard properties as defined (other than acting as a
simple asphyxiant) or hazard properties other than those of a
compressed gas. Some of the more common inert gases include
argon, helium, krypton, neon, nitrogen and xenon.
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INFANT. Any child who because of age only, is unable to
walk and requires the aid of another person to evacuate the
building. In no case shall the term “infant” mean a child 2
years of age or older.

[F] INITIATING DEVICE. A system component that origi-
nates transmission of a change-of-state condition, such as in a
smoke detector, manual fire alarm box or supervisory switch.

INLET. A fitting or fixture through which circulation water
enters the pool.

INSPECTION CERTIFICATE. An identification applied
on a product by an approved agency containing the name of
the manufacturer, the function and performance characteris-
tics, and the name and identification of an approved agency
that indicates that the product or material has been inspected
and evaluated by an approved agency (see Section 1703.5 and
“Label,” “Manufacturer’s designation” and “Mark”).

INTERIOR EXIT RAMP. An exit component that serves to
meet one or more means of egress design requirements, such
as required number of exits or exit access travel distance, and
provides for a protected path of egress travel to the exit dis-
charge or public way.

INTERIOR EXIT STAIRWAY. An exit component that
serves to meet one or more means of egress design require-
ments, such as required number of exits or exit access travel
distance, and provides for a protected path of egress travel to
the exit discharge or public way.

INTERIOR FINISH. Interior finish includes interior wall
and ceiling finish and interior floor finish.

INTERIOR FLOOR FINISH. The exposed floor surfaces
of buildings includ